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Signiﬁcant Dates )

CASTERISK DENOTES ANNIVERSARIES. All others are CURRENT EVENTS]

AUG
20* Leon Trotsky murdered in Mexico City. 1940

23* Soviet Union and Nazi Germany conclude non-aggression pact, opening way for
German attack on Poland, and its partition between Germany and the USSR. 1939.

25*% Paris liberated by Free French forces with UjyS. Army. 1944,

27* Kellogg-Briand Pact (Treaty of Paris) signed, renouncing war as instrument
of policy. 1928.

28 Aug-SepT 2. 10th International Congress of Linguists, Bucharest. (Includes
non~-Communist participants.)

SEP
I*V‘Germany invades Poland; World War Il begins. [939.
3-8  |7th Pugwash Conference on "Scientists and World Affairs,”" Ronneby, Sweden.

8 Summit meeting of Organization of African Unity, Kinshasa, Congo.

I1* Constituent Assembly election, South Vietnam. Despite Viet Cong threats,
80.8% of voters turn out. 1966.

| 3=15 Conference on Portuguese Colonies, South and South-West Africa, Zimbabwe,
and Rhodesia, Conakry, Guinea. Sponsored by the World Peace Council (Com-
munist front).

I7* (Old Style: 4 Sep) Trotsky released from jail. Becomes head of Petrograd
Soviet, sets stage for "October Revolution." 1917. FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.

7% Soviet Union invades Poland, proceeds to occupy eastern half of country.
(See under 23 Aug and | Sept above.) 1939.

8% UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold dies in plane crash near Ndola,
Northern Rhodesia. 1961.

P 25 (to | October) Fdurth General Conference of BITEJ (Travel Bureau of World

Federation of Democratic Youth -- Communist)meets in Budapest
In conjunction with FIYTO (federation of non-communist commercial Travel
agenclies).
oCT
I* indonesia Communist attempt coup, defeated by army. Sukarno's power reduced.
1965,

;2% Mohandas Gandhi born. (Assassinated 30 January 1948.) [862.
4% USSR launches first artificial earth satellite ("Sputnik'"). 1957. 10th Anniv.

I0* Wuchang Uprising begins revolution, leading to end of Chinese monarchy.
Chinese Nationalist holiday. 1911,

4% Coup in Kremlin removes Khrushchev from power. Succeeded by Leonid Brezhnev
-~ 7" d@sTCPSU First Secretary and Aleksei Kosygin as Premier. [964.
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19 June 1967

Unsolicited  Popular Support of
French U.S. Policy Reflect-
Initiative ed in Letters

Showed Wel-

An effective method of
encouraging expressions
of appreciation for what the United
States is doing in Vietnam and in
other world trouble spots 1s the
"Letter to the editor'" of local news-
papers signed by citizens of the
foreign country.

come Results

An excellent example of this is
the letter (see attached reproduction)
in the 25 April L'AURORE of Paris
signed by a certain Monsieur Hummel
urging Frenchmen to send cards to the
American Embassy to show that demon-
strations of antipathy toward the
United States actually come from only
a minority of Frenchmen. (The Embassy

subsequently reported that it had
received, as a result of this private
initiative, a flood of mail supporting
U.S. policy in Vietnam and saying
"Mepci to Americans for their
assistance in World Wars I and II.

)
25X1C10b

~ Briefly Noted /

Soviet Asset WORLD MARXIST REVIEW

Not Unilateral

For the second time in five
months, the Rumanian edition (March
1967) of WORLD MARXIST REVIEW (PROB-
LEMS OF PEACE AND SOCIALISM) omitted
the lead article contained in the Eng-
lish, Russian and other language
editions. The article in question,
attributed to Gus Hall, American
Communist leader, was entitled "The
Foe Does not Succumb to Slogans'.

The Rumanians objected to it because
of remarks it contained which were
highly critical of the Chinese Commun-
ist Party leaders (specifically naming
Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piac). In Novem-
ber 1966, the Rumanians also omitted
the lead article in their edition.
Entitled "October and Progress', it
dealt with the differences between

the more industrially developed
countries of the Soviet Bloc such as
East Germany and Czechoslovakia,

and the essentially agrarian countries,
which certainly included Rumania.

That article also contained oblique
remarks intended to be critical of
Red China, such as a reference to

the "nihilistic theories of Bakunin'.
Another article dealing with South
and Southeast Asia was also omitted
from the November Rumanian edition,
apparently because of critical remarks
concerning India, Ceylon, and other
countries with which the Rumanians
would like to maintain cordial rela-
tions. As WMR is the authoritative
Soviet international review -- though
published in Prague, it is Soviet-
supported, -and its editor is a high
CPSU official -- these instances of
Rumanian censorship are undoubtedly
highly displeasing to the Soviet '
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propaganda bosses and further evi-
dence of the widening split between
the Rumanian and Soviet Communist
Parties. (Unclassified)

{7 ot
EOE ]

Communist  United Nations +o Consider
Nations Draft Convention on El im-
Put on inating Religious Infoler-
the Spot ance

This fall the U.N. General
Assembly will discuss implementation
machinery for an International Conven-
tion, unanimously adopted by the Human
Rights Commission at its last session,
on the "Elimination of All Forms of
Religious Intolerance." Nations
which ratify the Convention would be
committed to give individuals freedom
to believe or not to believe, to
change their belief, to manifest it
in acts of worship, and to teach it
to their children without threat of
civil sanctions. These naticns would
also be obligated to adopt immediate
and effective measures to combat
religious prejudice.

Quite obviously nations of the
Communist Bloc will be reluctant to
append their signatures to such a
document, or if they do it certainly
will be with a considerable amount of
nental reservation. During the next
few months, therefore, assets should
be encouraged to play up evidence of
religious persecution and exploitation
in Communist countries in an effort to
throw as much light as possible on this
unsavoyy aspect of life under Communism
before the world community of nations
votes on the issue. Suitable back-
ground material for this is carried
regularly in PRESS COMMENT, and the
latest in the series of BPG items in
the series on '"Communism vs. Religion"

25X1C10b

Also Attacks
Soetalist
Government

New Clandestine Radio
Urges Danish Support
for Viet Cong

On 22 May a clandestine radio
broadcast was heard in Denmark call-
ing for donations for the Viet Cong
and urging that demonstrations be
held to protest against the wvisit of
Secretary of State Rusk to Copenhagen
15-16 June. The broadcast also de-
nounced Denmark's Socialist Govern-
ment as "a faithful lackey of the
capitalists." (See BPG Item #1043
of 18 July 1966 for details of how
the Communists were courting the
Danish Social Democrats last year
in the obvious hope, not since real-
ized, of infiltrating the Government
via the "popular front" strategy.)

Sources.quoted by AP on the follow-
ing day said the clandestine station
is run by "extreme leftists" who say
they will soon have a transmitter
strong enough to reach all of Denmark.
Danish authorities said they would
attempt to trace the transmitter and
if it is located on Danish scil they
will close it down since the law for-
bids all radio stations except Govern-
ment owned ones.

While the possibility exists that
local activists of the Danish C.P. are
operating a pcrtable transmitter either
inside the country or from a ship
anchored offshore, there is also reason
to believe that transmitters located
in East Germany might be used for this
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the Communist clandestine radio 'met-
work" operates from transmitters

in East Germany and elsewhere.)
Assets may speculate on either loca-
tion, but in any case should make

the point that this is just one more
piece of evidence that the Communists
continually flaunt all types of
international agreements (in this
respect international broadcasting
regulations) in their campaign to
denigrate the United States and all
Free World nations which support
its policies in Vietnam.

% N %

Professional
Meeting Con~-
verted Into
Ideological
Forum A five-day so-called
"international con-
ference of European journalists' end-
ed in the Italian resort of Lignano

Communist and Free
World Journalists
Debate in Europe

on 16 May. TASS reports that it was

attended by some 120 delegates from
Italy, France, West Germany, the
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, East Ger-
many, Poland, Rumania, Czechoslovakia,
"and other countries". Representatives
of the Communist-front International
Organization of Journalists, head-
quartered in Prague, and its Free
World counterpart, the Brussels-based
International Federation of Journal-
ists, met for the first time to dis-
cuss such purely professional matters
as salaries, social insurance, medical
services, and information gathering.

As to be expected in any such
forum, however, the Communist dele-
gates seized the opportunity to ex-
pound their own political ideology
and, as TASS put it, the professional

discussions went beyond their 'narrow
framework and developed into a wide
conversation about the future of
Europe, European security, and Europ-
ean unity." The ensuing debates be-
tween East and West representatives
were marked, according to the TASS
report, by a "spirit of mutual toler-
ance" and highlighted by the remarks
of the head of the Soviet delegation,
IZVESTIYA Editor in Chief, L. N.
Tolkunov, who said:

"No one will deny that we have
fundamental ideological differences,
but the fact that they did not be-
come a stumbling block in our contacts
téstifies to the high sense of ree-
poneibility for the destinies of
European and universal peace as shown
in Lignano. This proves that the
all-European political barometer can
indicate fair weather with more con-
fidence and with less fluctuations
and zigaags.”

In view of the fact that the
conference set up working commissions
to maintain contacts with journalists'
organizations in various European
countries the advice given in BPG
Item #1126 of 22 May on the Inter-
national Organization of Journalists
becomes all the more timely, espec-
ially since European media comment
on the situation in Vietnam gets
such worldwide play. The TASS report
notes that (unspecified) "major
racial problems'" were surfaced during
the Lignano debates, but we can con-
fidently predict that every Communist
wile -- or to use Comrade Tolkunov's
word, "zigzag" -- will be employed
henceforth to overcome these problems
and infiltrate as many sectors of
public opinion molding as possible.

Attached is an article from the
17 May issue of Rome's Socialist
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AVANTI (with translation) contain-

ing some further details on the Lignano
session, which apparently passed re a-
tively unnoticed in the West European
press. Note that the Rome newspaper
version says the meeting heard a speech
by Italian Minister of Tourism and
Entertainment Corona on "the close
correlation between tourism and the
press." A short news item in the 16
May issue of Milan's CORRIERE DELLA
SERA reported that the Lignano

meeting had been organized by the
Italian Press Federation and local
enterprises in the overnight lodging
business. Selected assets might
speculate that the tourism angle is

not mentioned in the TASS report,
perhaps among other reasons because

of Communist sensitivities concerning
their own tourists who have fled to the
Free World while on foreign tours.

L]

Egypt Use of Poison Gas Verified
Bombs by Red Cross

Yemenis

With Gas The International Committee

of the Red Cross in Geneva
issued on 2 June a press release,
reporting that its delegates in Yemen
had gone on 15 and 16 May to a vil-
lage 1in northern Yemen, and had found
there evidence indicating the use
of asphyxiating poison bombing.
Many inhabitants of the village had
died of asphyxiation, and the Red
Cross team had itself been delayed
in reaching the site by an air attack
(apparently not involving use of gas).
There have been reports of use of
roison gas in Yemen for some time,
but this is the most authoritative
and impartial report to appear so
far. The Red Cross did not name the
culprit govermment, but other reports
make it clear that the Egyptian
government bears the blame in this

situation. (For text of Red Cross:
statement and other coverage, see
FRESS COMMENT, 5 and 6 June 1967.)

The report of the Red Cross dic
not receive as much attention as it
ctherwise might have, due to its
appearance just before the outbreak
of Near Eastern Arab-Israeli hostili-
ties, though West German and U.S.
sales of gas masks to Israel were
widely linked with this report.
Where the situation permits and
assets have not previcusly played
the Red Cross and other reports, we
reccmmend play on this subject.

Egypt signed (in 1928) the
Geneva protocol of 17 June 1925
against the use of poison and asphyx-
iating gases. It also voted in
November 196€ for a Hungarian-
originated UN resolution outlawing
the use of poison gas. In the case
of Yemen, unlike the use of gas in
World War I,those attacked are innc-
cent civilians, including women and
children, not soldiers.

\/ \]
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135 FE. , ASIAN REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

® A X X Kk

25X1C10b

S|TUATION: Europe's sensationally successful Common Market has put
s new luster on the concept.of'regional organizations. Other brands of
regional orgenizations - political, military, etc. - have their parts
to play at various stages of regional development, but eventually seem
to be surpassed in impact and viability by effective economic organizations.
Asia has no equivalent to the Common Market, nor indeed has it Europe's
post-war remains of a developed industrial base and communications
system. However, despite Asia's diversity of races, culture, languages
and economic development - a variety greater than that of any other
continent - there are indications that Asia is eble and even willing to
work at regional cooperation. Tn reviewing progress made along these
1ines in 1966, the conservative and influential TOKYO SHIMBUN told its
1,600,000 daily readers that "1966 has been a year when awareness and
confidence in Asia for the Asians germinated" citing as evidence the
establishment of the 32-member billion-dollar Asian Development Bank,
Japan's hosting of a regional economic conference, economic construc-—
tion ®n South Korea and Taiwan, etc.

25X1C10b
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I 136. SOVIET TRADE AND AID PROGRAMS:
In the Light of the Middle East Crisis

25X1C10b

L I

SITUATION: The recent Middle Eas® crisis illustrates the Soviet
practice of building aid progrems into devices for gaining and expand-
ing political influence over developing countries. Such efforts are
often spearheaded by officers of the RIS who, after being augmented by
cooperative trade and technical officers, attempt to strengthen the USSR's
hold on target countries.*® Moscow's success in forging an increasingly
influential position in Egypt by providing military aid in 1956 when
Western powers refused such aid and by following up their military aid
with an impressive construction project (the Aswan High Dam) and other
economic aid culminated in the Kremlin's becoming virtually the sole
supplier of military equipment for the UAR and, as one ccnsequence,
gaining such authority over the UAR military that Soviet officers have
played key roles in reorganizing the UAR military establishment.

The basic Soviet trade and aid programs have failed to measure up
to the expectations of either the Soviet leaders or the leaders of the
developing countries. Economic difficulties at home have prevented the
USSR from pursuing their Programs vigorously, and have forced the Soviens
to curb their readiness to offer aid and to reduce the attractiveness
of the terms of the offers. The low quality of the Soviet goods has
made & poor impression in many of the L5 developing countries which have
been tncluded in Soviet programs. Higher costs of Soviet goods and the
uncertain reliability cf the USSR as s trading partner have also undoubt-
edly shattered illusions im developing countries. Soviet military aid,
formerly held in high regard, has recently been indicated to be far less
effective than had been thougzht.

25X1C10b

Further backkround is provided in the unclassified attachment.

*¥Examples of RIS officers using trade and aid cover in' developing coun-
tries who have been PNG'ed: ABRAMCV, Vladimir Mikheylovich, Ghana;
GLUKHOVSKIY, Vasily Vasilyevich, Ghana; KRIVAPOLOV, Viktor S., Ghana;
MAMURIN, Leonid Aleksandrovich, Thailand.
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REFERENCES: *
FIFTY YEARS OF SOVIET TRADE (unattributed, probably British pamphlet
- published May 1967).

Carole A. Sawyer, COMMUNIST TRADE WITH DEVELOPING COUN?RIES, 1955-65,
Frederick A. Praeger, New York, 1966. '

Leo Tansky, U.S. AND U.S.S.R. AID TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, Frederick
A. Praeger, New York, 1967. 25X1C10b

¥In the spring of 1967 the UAR tried but failed to obtain a loaq_ in order
to pay its current obligations. ..
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1137 WH. FIRST LATIN AMERICAN PEQPLES!' SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE
Castro Wants More {nsurrections

25X1C10b

[ K

SITUATION:
LASO

The "First Latin American Peoples' Solidarity Conference'" is slated
to be held in Havana, Cuba from 28 July to 5 August 1967. The meeting
1s sponsored by the Latin American Solidarity Organization (LASO)
(Organizacion Latinocamericana de Solidaridad -- OLAS), & group which
was created on 16 January 1966 by the delegations from twenty-seven
Letin American countries which had participated in the "Tri-Continental
Conference" (TRI-CC) held in Havana 3-15 January 1966.* Although the
Afro-Asian-Latin American Peoples' Solidarity Organization (AALAPSO)
was created by the Tri-CC, there is no direct connection between LASO
and AALAPSO. While AALAPSO seeks to inspire, unify and coordinate a

common "struggle against imperialism and colonialism" in the three

continents, LASO is solely concerned with Latin America.

When LASO was founded, an "Organizing Committee" was created to
supervise its activities. It includes members from Brazil, Colombia,
Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela, under the
Secretary Ceneralship of Haydee Santamaria Cuadrado de Hart of Cuba.
The Organizing Committee is supposed to supervise the labors of special
"work groups" which are constituted to tackle specific tasks. The
major products of the "work groups" thus far are a draft agenda for the
forthcoming Conference and a questionnaire to be answered by committees
in each of the participating countries. The questionnaire has received
s little outside publicity, and will probably receive more since it
is obviously an intelligence requirement directed at obtaining informa-
tion sbout these countries which would only be useful to Cuba for the
purpose of undermining them.

On the national level, there are supposed to be "national committees"
in each country composed of representatives of all the different organi-
zations which meet LASO's criteria for membership. A key point is that

¥Representatives from the following countries attended the Tri-CC:
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guyana, French
Guiana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Martinique, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Trinidad-Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
Surinam joined LASO subsequently.
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the Organizing Committee is the final arbiter of whe is a member —- and

who will be invited to the Solidarity Conference. And the Organizing
Committee is very much under Castro's influence. Two of the require-
ments, for example, are that an organization be "actively anti-imperialist"
and "popularly representative"” -~ both terms subject to definition

by the Organizing Comnmittee.

Included as attachments to this guldance are: (a) the text of
& Cuban pamphlet "What is LASO?" which describes the organization in
fairly complete detail; (b) the “ext of the draft agends published by
Havana; and (c) g sampling of the questions includsd in the questionnaire
sent out by Havana, along with a PRENSA TIATINA article describing it.

Cress-Currents in LA Communism

Unfortunately for LASO, the scheduled Bolidarity Conference comes
at a time of intense cpposition between branches of ~“he Communist move-
ment in Latin America. The split hinges on the basic policy issue of
whether the times are propitious for violent revolution or whether
Communism can currently best advance by building broadly-based mass
organizations in preparation for the great revolution at a later date.
(In some cases the latter proposition envisages measured doses of
violence in conjunction with a cempaign for broader popular support. )
As is well known, Castro's Cuba ras opted for revolution now, and he
is actively backing certain naticnal guerrilla forces, as in Colombia
and Venezuela; at the same time, he is apparently trying to forge an
international, continent-wide guerrilla movement centered on Bolivia.
On the other hand, the traditional LA Commurist parties by and large
believe that armed revolution will serve only to provoke repression by
local military and police forces and are thus a disservice to the
cause. (mf 10 April 1967, "Castro's New, Continent-Wide
Offensive," for a more detailed discussion.) The prevailing opinion
is thet Castro will attempt to use the LASO Solidarity Conference to

impose his views and to press for continental revolution . . . . with
or without the national Communist parties -- and against them if neces-
sary.

The conflict has reached an almost total impasse in Venezuela and
Colombia, where Cuban support to guerrilla forces not under the control
of the Communist parties has earned the bitter enmity of those parties.
At the moment it is not known whe=her the Venezuelan CP (PCV) will even
be invited to the LASO Conference, as incredible as that may seem on
the surface. There have been reports that the PCV may send a delegation
to protest against Castro's inter~erence in Venezuela whether invited
or not. The Colombian CP (PCC) may boycott =<he conference if the PCV
is not invited; or it may send a protest delegation prepared tc de-
nounce Castro in scathing terms. A delegation from Colombia has already
been named.

In Chile, the Communist Party (PCCh) and the Socislist Party (PS)
are sparring over the composition of the Chilean national cormittee,
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The PS, is ;nslstlng on the inclusion of representatives of certain
pro-Peking extremist groups, which is opposed by the PCCh. The PS
leader for LASQ affairs is Senator Salvador Allende who is also
President of the Chllean Senate.A , .

. N RETIEE g .

Slmllar problems in formlng natlonal commlttees exist in other
countries, in greater or lesser degree. Ihe main issue is usually over
the proportional representation of the established Communist party and
of extremlst groups with some degree of support from Cuba

EHEE R IS S i :

There 1s .some ev1dence that Moscow 1s str1v1ng to mute these con-
fllcts. Uruguayan party leader Rodney Arlsmendl, after a trip to Mos-
cow in March 1967, went to Havana and then to Santiago to help compose
differences between Havana and the PCCh and to prepare the way for the
LASO Conference. The upshot of his meeting in Santiago was a Joint
public statement by the Uruguayan and Chilean parties endorsing unity,
the Bolivian guerrilla movement, and LASQ. At the same time, Cuba bent
a little in its criticism of those parties opposed to armed revolution
in their countries. In the major Cuban May Day speech, acting Armed
Forces Minister Mgjor Juan Almeida noted that while "action is needed"
now in Guatemala, Venezuela, and Bolivia, "in other countries, such as
Chile and Uruguay, the need i§ for aid and support to those actlons

because all revolutionary organizations should aid the fighters." The
implication was that internally these parties need not change their
tactics.

It may be that, in the interests of putting on a good show, Cuba
will back down on some of its revolutionary strictures and the national
parties will come to terms with other local movements in choosing
delegations for the Conference. The fundamental antagonisms will remain,

however. 25X1C10b
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1138 NE,FE,AF,c. SYRIAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHES
ATHEIST ARTICLE

25X1C10b

& A X A A

SITUATION: An article appeared in the 25 April edition of the official
Syrian Army weekly JAYSH AL SHA'B ( Army of the People), entitled "The
Road to the Creation of Our New Arab Man"; this article took a strongly
anti-religious line, stating that the Arab nation had sought help from
the Christian and Islam religions to no avail, and that "the new Arab
socialist man...believes that God, religioms, feudalism, capitalism,
imperialism, thoke saturated with riches and all the values that dominat-
ed the society previously are merely mummified dummies in the museum of
history." The article denied that there was a life after death and scoffed
ot the efficacy of prayer. All in all, the article was an unprecedentedly
open attack on religion and was likely to be highly offensive to faith-
ful Muslims. In the past, Syria has been one of the most pious nations in
Islam, which historically was a theocracy. (Text and translation of
erticle attached.)

Sure enough, rumblings of protest began to appear after the paper
readied readers, a process which usually occurs about four days after the
publication date. The 2 May issue was rusled out on time with a front-
page article claiming that the atheist article was imspired by "agents
of imperialism." At government behest, some religious leaders called
on their flocks to "avoid those who seek to spread strife and sedition.”
But Sheik Hassan Habanaka, President of the League of Ulemas (Muslim
notables) preached s sermon at the Midan Mosque in Damascus on 5 May,
denouncing the article, and he also called the government "Socialist
and godless.'" Habanaka apparently felt that a stand had to be taken to
protect the threatened religion of his fathers. Shortly afterwards, he
was arrested, and this led to a protest strike by merchants ( on T May
in Damascus, on 8 May in Aleppo). Khalid al Jundi, a leftist labor
leader and member of the regime who makes 1no secret to foreigners of his
belief that "religion is the oplate of the“people," warned the' merchants
that their shops would be reopened by forcé, and in fact police and soldiers
went about breaking padlocks off shop doors with sledge hammers.

On 10 May, Lebanon's AL~-ANWAR reportea stories from Damascus that
Habasnaka had confessed to plotting with merchants and mempers of the

Arab reactionary Muslim Brotherhood; the Saudi Arabian Embassy, the
Jordanian Government, and U.S. intelligence were also said to be involved
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in "the reactionary plot." On 11 May, a special military court convicted
the author of the article, Muhammad Ibrahim Khalas, and two editors of

the publication, Capt. Adnan Hamem snd Fatih as~Semmani, to life imprison-
ment at hard labor. A Beirut report of 9 May (in AN-NAHAR) stated that

L0 members of the League of Ulemas had been arrested in the previous two
days, and that some 120 senior government officials who had signed a
protest condemning the article had been placed under house arrest. Seizure
of the property of "hS5 leading exploiting capitalists" also took place.
Amman Radio had reported the arrest of 22 officers on 5 May, including a
former assistant commander of security forces, the head of the political
branch and assistant police commarder in Aleppo, and an officer responsible
for the Baathist military organization in Latskia Province.

The Syrian regime also hit out at what it considers to be its foreign

enemies with an official statement (8 May) by the Syrian "Military Governor"

(the Prime Minister, Nur al Din al-Atassi), tlaming the "plot" on CIA,
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, and linking it with the "Israeli aggression"

of 7 April. (This incident, stressed in Syrian and Scviet propaganda,
occurred when the Israelis responded to Syrian border provocation by shoot-
ing down six Syrian MIG 21's.) A former Syrian officer appeared on
Damascus radio on 8 May, claiming to have returned from Jordan and to have
knowledge of a Jordanian-Syrian plot involving Syrian exiles in Jordan,
Habanaka,and a number of others in Syria. Two diplomats in the Saudi
Embassy in Damascus, the Second Secretary and the Political Attache, were
expelled on 10 May, Damascus Fadio stating that they were "behind the
campaign of incitement carried out oy certain plotting reactionary elements
during the past few days."

According to a Lebanese news letter (THE ARAB WORLD) , however, Khalid
al Jundi told three foreign correspondents (FYI: two were Americans) that
he disagreed with the "belief" of some Syrian Socialists (Baath Party)
that CIA was behind the atheigtic article; he said he rather thought the
author had been sincere, but that the article had been published without
government clearance. Aside from acknowledging his own atheist views,
Jundi also said he disagreed with Government "mildness" in desling with
the "counter-revolutionaries" and stated that some blood letting "mskes
good revolutionary medicine." Jundi declared that "neutralism” in the
world struggle between socialism arnd capitalism meant & partial victory
for reaction, that "Socialist Syris" must be completely wedded to "the
socialist camp,” and that the Baatr. Party's doctrine of neutralism had
been written by right wing leaders who had been ousted in the military
coup last year, Implying that this doctrine was no longer in effect.

(see attachment for copy of THE ARAB WORLD.)

The atheist article itself is rather curious, in that on the one
haid it uses terms like "the new Arab socialiszt man" ard "feudalism,
capitalism, and imperialism" which seem to reflect exposure to Communist
indoctrination (Soviet domestic propaganda often speaks of "the new
Scviet man'), while on the other hand a number of Western sources are
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named, including Proust, Albert Camus, Julian Huxley, and TIME magazine.

Possibly Jundi was telling the truth when he said the author was sincere.

(FYI: the charge of CIA involvement is groundless.) But the uproar over

the article has cgrtainly been utilized and it is conceivable that the

erticle was prepared as a provocation, with the idea that the protest

which could be expected could be used to justify an elimination of opposi-

tion. Jundi's exculpation of the author to foreign correspondents could

be explained as intended to deceive the U.S. government, which would know

that :_L_‘E:ha.d not been responsible, snd which might too easily divine the

neture of the plot if dust were not thrown in its eyes. 25X1C10b
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 L'Aurore, Paris
25 April 1967

[} LTy .
= 197779445 )
Hereil | |
— m———
TE pense que nome-j
breux sont  oeux;
S qui, mamme mej. n'ac-
© Feptent pas la facon
dont certaitie autorité
~ toitre que solent trai-
‘. tés nos amis améri-
caing. :
Pour letur prouver
que toutes lcs mani-
‘festations  d'antilpathic
a leut égard ne sont
que le fait dune mi-
norité, ¢ je sufigére
“dlenvoyer A lambas-
 sade américaine & Pa-|
“ris. wie sirmple earie
postale  sur  lagueilej-
figurcrait par exarn=
ple deux dates ef un
mot tels que : « 19i7-
1044 ». Merci ct la o
signature,
Jean HUMMEL,
Le Grand Marcull,
37-Joues-ics-Tours,
De mombreuses ini.
tiutly~~ analogucs onti
déja été priscs de di-
vers cbtds, -
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Avanti, Roﬁe, 17 May 1967

The International Journalists' Meeting Concluded

The Commuﬁity of European Journalists Comes into Being .

Two Working Groups Established to Bring About Close Cooperation -
A Speech by Minister Corona - Solidarity with thé Journalists Arrested
in-Greece

Udine, ;6 May. :The international convention of European Jourﬁal—
ists, which began inALignano Sabbiadoro last Friday, concluded its
deliberations this morning with a speech by‘Minister of Togrism and
Entertainment Corona, who spoke on the close correlation between tour-
ism and the press.

Previously, the approximately 100 Journslists from 14 Buropean
countries, who had come together at Lignano Sabbiadoro as representa-
tives of their respective national professional trade-union organiza-

tions, had approved a motion concluding their deliberations in which,

‘after having declared that it will also be "possible to hold a frank,

useful and constructive meeting of journalists from all the countries
of Europe in regard to future co-operation in the ethical, profession-
al, and trade-union ﬁreas", decided "to proceed, after ratification
by the respective statutory bodies of the national trade unions repre-
sented, to set up two international working groups, which would be
assigned the tasks, respectively, of cbmparing the rules covering
working.conditions‘for Journalists in all the nations of Europe and

those which protect journalists in the welfare and social security

_1 -
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areas."

The first group is made up of representatives from France, Italy
and Poland, the second of deiegates from the Federal Republic of
Germany, Ita.ly'and Hungary. The two groups will have the task of
putting into effect, through studies, exchanges and proposals, &
concrete, consistent program of co-operation ;mong proféséional
Journalists on the international level.

The motion was approved unanimously, by acclamation. A sub- a
sequent order of the day, furthermore, expressed the sense of deep
emotion felt by those attending in regard t; the present situation
in Greece and their feeling of solidarity with the numerous Greek
Journglists who have been imprisoned and deprived of their Jobs.

Minister Corona, in his speech, stated emphatically that the
press and tourism can be considered as two of the most characteristic
aspects of modern civilization. "The press and tourism," he said,
"both came into being for the seme reason and have the same purpose -
to sétisfy the desire for information and knowledge, which is spread-
ing ever more widely among the people of the world because of the in-
creasing participation by the people in the decisions which the
great political, sociological and cultural topies in which the netions’

—

are interested call for."
[The remainder of the article quotes Minister Corona at some
length, but his remarks were concerned with the subject of tourism

rather than with relations among European journalists.]
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Costituiti due gruppi di lavoro per realizzare una.
stretta collaborazione - Un discorso del compagno

Corona - Solidarieta coi giornalisti arrestati in Grecia

UDINE, 8. — Il convregno
internazionale det glornalisti
eurapel, comincialg a Lignano
Sabbladore wenerdd ACOrso,
ha chiuso slamane i suoj la-
vorl con un inlervenio del

quale ha parlato sulla strelta
correlazione esislente fra |a
stampa ed il turismo,

In precedenza, 1 circa cento
vlornalistt di 14 paesi europel,
convenult a Lignano. Sabbia-
doro in rappresentanza delle
rispettive  organiazazionl  gin-
dacall vrofessionali nazionall,
hanno “upprovato ung mozio-
ne conciusiva de} lavori in
cul, dopo aver constalato che
& apossibile» wn  incontro
ieale, proficuo e costruttivo,
anche in funzione di wuna fu
tura  cooperazione sul piano
etico, professioncle e sinda-
cale Jra § colleghi di tuili i
paest d'Europay, deliberano
i« procedere, previg ratifi-
ca da parte degll organi sia-
trtart dei rispettivi sindacoti
nazionalt rappreseninti, oalla
coslituzione di due gruppt di
lavoro inlernazionali, che ah-
blano rispeltivamente it com.
pito di confrontare le norme
che regolano, in agni, nazione
europea. il rapporlo di lavoro
glornalistico e quelle che vl
tutelano il glornalista sul pla-
no dell'assisicnza ¢ della pre.
videnza saciale »,

It primo grupps & combo-
sto da rappresentantt della
Francia, dell'Ilalig ¢ della Po-
lonia, il secondo da delegoli
della Germania Federale, del-
U'llalia e dell'Ungheria. T due
gruppl avranno { compilo di
dar corso, atlraterso studi,
scambi e proposie, ad wuna
concrela, solidale atfivia df

collaborazione delia cafegoria
Iglornallsuca a lvello inter-
azfonale,

Approved

ministro del Turismo e Spet-
tacolo, compagno Coronn, il )

La mozione & slata appro-
vata all'unanimied. per accla.
mazione, Un ordire del gior-
nrO successivo  ha  espresso
inoltre, 1l senso 61 emozione
profonda  per 1 sitnazione.
aftunle in Grecla ¢ la solida-
rieldy verso + numerost gior-
nolistl  greel  imprigional] e
privati del loro posto di In-
voro,

Net discorse cte 1 mini-
stro Corona hae pronuncloto
2 slaln messo in rilievo che
«la sltampn ed §! lurismo pos-
sono essere consideratl due
aspettl fra { pitt carafteri-
stict della eiviltd moderna »,
«Slampa e turlsmo — ha
detto — hanno entrambi la
stessa moirice e plt slosst
nresupposti; 81 destderio ot
informazione o d} conoscen.
20, che & sempre oliy diffusa
nell'opinfone  publlien man-
dlale, per la sya crescenio
partecipazlone alle declsiont
che investono 1 grandi teml
politicl, sociologicl e culiura.
It delle naztoni »,

Il mintstro Corora ha qrin.
dl riassunto alcuni dati della
dinamica del fenomeno {turi.
stico, osscrvando ehe o dal

1750 al 1966 la evo uzlone det
turismo internaziovale ? sla-

ta imponente: s} & possatl daj
25 mllont 281410 fturistt re-

alstratt nel varl eontinentt a -

127 mitiont 990.00c. con un
aumento di olire cinque vpol-
fe. Le spese sono salife da
2100 a 13.000 milioni di dol.
larl, - Assa) clevala ~ ha rife.
valo §l ministro — @ stala la
dinamica det vinggi net paesi
europel: al & passalt da 17

milionf cirea a 95 milion] e
mezzo dt arrivi, GUt introity
valutarl sono saliti da 890 mi-
liont di dollary a 8120 miliont,
con un gumento di olire nove
volle ».

Corona ha detlo che, come
Jenomeno di massa, il turl
smo investe problemt di ogni
ordine: da quelll che riguar-
dano da vicino la formazione
elica e Uelevazione culturale
a quellt eminentemente di co-
stume e dei rapporii sociali;
da quelli economici, a quelll
Streltamente organizzativi, « E'
di fronte a questi caratleri
del Jenomeno — na detlo I'on,

. Corona ~— che st configurq la
) responsobilita precisa dei pub-

blicl pofer; e della slessa
opininne pubblica, una respon-
sablilita precisa det pubblict
notert e dellg sfessa opinione
pubblica, una responsabiiifd
che investe, n livello naziona.
le, i governi ¢ sul piano na-
cionale gli Sinti e glt orga-
nisml di  cooperazione poll.
tica ed economica s,

Il ministro ha concluso con
un appello perché anche la
stumpa sostenga Ia  sollecila
anprovazione in  Parlamento
delle due leggi, predisposie

“dal svo ministero, per un pite

adequata  assetfo legistalivo
del turfsmo. Successtvamente,
il dott. Adriano Falvo, presi-
dente della glunta eseculiva
della . Federazione nazionale
della stampa taligna, ha cone.
segnato al ministro ung me.

- daglia d'oro,

‘

CPYRGHT




JAPANESE DISCUSS |
TRANS-ASIA TRAIN

6,260-Mile Line Would Link|
L .Saigqn-and Istanbul .

oy
N

1

-~ NEW YCRK TIMES

6 September 1966

~ - Approved ForRelease 2000/08/27--CIA-RDP78-03061A000400060002-1

Ad

necting Tokyo with Osaka. in
western Japan by means of su-
per-express trains. '
* It is hoped the project will
get financial support from all
major industrial nations, The
first survey team for the proj-

i gct may be sent on a Japanese
§ ! Government subaldy to Bouth.
i 1| i east Asla next year to make on-
* bl the-spot investigations. ' . "

k.
a1t
“*

_~TOKYO (Reuters)—The con-

At the same ime,
whay be unofficlally put-before

the 'j’)]an '

. tho-peosani-aucrace spnood
of the Japanese *Bullet Ex-|
press,” the journey across the
Asian mainland. would take
about 60 hours, but Japan's
National Railroads are trying
to develop a faster train ex-
pected to develop a maximum

tiour, Mr, Tamurse siid,
I¢ sUCH a super-express were

sible to travel from southeast

{ Asia tp Burope by train-in lessj,

than 24 hours. . .

speed of .about 310 miles am

usecd, he added, it might be pos-|

’.ing the project is that Japanese
XDPEILS an(l engincers arc ank-

‘jous to apply their skill to a
;' big_international program,” he
; sald, recalling that some Japas
i nese railroad cxperts proposed
‘the construction of a “Berlin-
; Tokyo Bullet Rallway" during
the 1930's. - R
‘According to Mr. Tamura,
fthe Aslan nations supply transe;
port at much lower cost than,
highways or airlines and pro-
vide ideal tourist attractions,

and help Westerners appreciate

struction of a 6,250-mile rail-
road running through 10 couin-
tries from Saigon to Istanbul
is being discussed by a group
of Japanese political and busi-
Tess leaders, They believe the
A~gn trungk rail-line linking
‘neast Asla and- Europe
“Woela be -lald within 20 years
at a total cost of about '$10-
billion, L
v According -to . the.- group's
spokesman, . Yoshiteru Tamura,
director of the Japancse Devel-
opment Institufe, Japanese en-
gineers are confident it is téch-
nically possible to. build - the
express rallvoad line on the pat-||

delegates at next year’s genw

Asia and the Far East to sound
out foreign reaction, .. 't ]

railroad would pass’ through
Cambodia, Thailand, India, Pak-

{ Mr, Tamura said, . ]
{ - On the basis of experience of
i the present Tokaldo' trunk line,
| the ‘entire trip.from Saigon to
| Istanbul by the Asian trunk
t’,ﬂne. shoulél cost a passenger

eral meeting of thé United Na~{
i tions Feonomic Comniission for|

* Low Fars Seen, .~ )
" Under the present plan, the

fstan, Tran, Iraq and Turkey,|

My, Tamura explained that]
the project was “born ouf of
the shock we felt: last year
when we learned that Manila
had been chosen as the site of
the Asian Development Bank
instead .of Tokye: N

“The development taught us
that we 'must have plans of our
own in the matter of helping
the developing nations. We re-
flected upon‘our policy. of .4l
ways - relying - upon projects
‘warked out by ‘someoné. clse.”
‘" Advantuges “Listed -
¢ . Another” reason’ f6r, #dvoeats,

southecast Asla,

the starting point,

about $184—)‘ s

TIME, FEBRUARY 3, 1967

nomic conference before which

born and raised in Asia.”
Dozens of new organizations

cooperation; it thus encourages
to their own needier neighbors.

the Philippines together for a

cultural coordination, a technic

plus Japan, South Korea, Taiwa

to play important roles in
leading figures in the nev:332-

“»m APO (Asian Productivity Organization) to SEAMES

utheast Asian Ministers of Education Secretariat). Many
of the ideas have been spawned by the U.N.’s energetic
regional branch, called ECAFE (Economic Commission for the
Far East), which has sponsored conferences on every subject
from city planning to child welfare. The Colombo Plan mixes
assistance from six donor nations (Australia, Canada, Japan,
New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the U.S.) with mutual
help from 18 largely recipient countries in a loose system of

Still in the fragile and formati
Southeast Asia (ASA) has brought Malaysia,
series of meetings on economic
and social cooperation. The experts are talking about selective
tariff reductions and a possible joint shipping line.

Nine Far Eastern nations.have begun work on the larger
Asian and Pacific Council (ASPAC), established in Seoul last
June. ASPAC’s goals are also modest: economic, social and

- Asta and the Far East, -
. It swould be better if the
Aslan trunk line could be start-
ed from Tokyo and made to run
through Korea and China to
he saild but
under present. political circum-~
stances there was no alterna-
tive but to choose - Saigon ‘asi

. Mr. Tamurs-stressed that it
was up to the nations concerned
to decide whether or not the!
‘Salgon.Istanbul line was worthe!
while, ;Japan- has no_intention|
|of imposing ‘it on other counw

- CPYRGHT
CPYRGHT
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A New Model ' '

tries or monopolizing _the‘idea,;

is the sudden blooming of regional cooperation among coun-
tries that for centuries were divided by animosity. Japan,
passive, last year sponsored a regional Southeast Asia eco-

long

Prime Minister Eisaku Sato

declared: “Blood is thicker than water. We are all brothers,

The nature of things in the next decade is certain to push
Japan southward into the rich markets and swirling politics
of its Asian neighbors. Australia, just as certainly, is being
driven northward to meet responsibilities it has shrugged off
for generations. The two old foes of two decades ago already

‘share some surprising ties. In twelve years, Australia’s exports

have sprung to life, ranging

recipients themselves to give

the Association of

ive stages,
Thailand and

ians’ pool, and a commodity

and fertilizer bank. Its membership—the three ASA countries,’

n, South Viet Nam, Australia

and New Zealand—is particularly interesting. For one thing,
it underlines the new willingness of both Japan and Australia
Asian affairs. Both nations are also

member  Asian Development

L ARG Reree Jhotio8i2:

to Japan quadrupled, and the Japanese are the second largest

. customers for Australian wool. Australia’s Prime Minister
Harold Holt admits that his concept of relations with Asia
_has undergone great change, and frankly credits it to “the

marriage of our own raw material and primary production to
Japan’s enormous industrial potential.”

There would be economic sense in further Asian groupings.
A revival of Sukarno’s Maphilindo (Malaysia, the Philippines,

.Indonesia), which fell apart because of his own anti-Malaysia

campaign, would furnish markets for Indonesia’s untapped
riches. If some military and political stability can ever be
achieved, a logical common market would be the Southeast
Asia peninsula, including Burma, with its interlaced river

network providing needed .transportation. And, except for -

Japanese-Korean animosity, Japan could reduce its production
costs by farming out some industries to South Korea, where
people need the jobs, and aim for Taiwan as a market. :

Says Kukrit Pramoji, a leading Thai journalist: “The prime
desire for most Asians in this region is to write “Yankee Go
Home’ on every wall, It’s in their subconscious, even though
they realize the Americans mean well and’ we need their pro-.
tection. Now we’re trying to build a substitute for the United
States—a United States of Asia. That’s the dream now.” It is
only a paper dream, when measured against the near chaos:
that prevails in much of Asia. Still, it is significant that Asian
countries no longer look to Communist China as the model
for economic development, are willing to submerge at least

PR BIST8 F30BIRBVE A 6066602-1




CPYRGHT
|?£6roved ForR
ASIA

Toward Economic Cooperation

. TIME, DECEMBER 'zo,‘

nomic integration of Asia was takenlin
Tokyo last Thursday, as the Asian [Jc-
velopment Bank held its inavgural mept-
‘ing. More than 500 dclegates from
countrics and ninc inteérnational agdn-
cics, including financial experts, rankihg
world bankers and top-level govoqn-

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT
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reites from Laos and air conditioners
from Hong Kong.

Despite  all the proud displays,
meaningful volume of intra-Oricntal
trade still remains a vision of the future,
But the fair and the new Asian Devel
opment Bank could, as Japan's Premier
Eisaku Sato put it at the ADB inaugural,] .
mark the “opening of a new era in the
history of Asia.”

ment ofliclals such as U.S. Treasury
Sccrctary Henry Fowler, unanimously|
clected Japan's Takeshi Watanabe, 60,
president for a five-year term. At the
same time, they also agreed to admit
Indonesia and Swiltzerland as the bank's
31st and 32nd members.

Watanabe, a former executive direc-
tnr of the World Bank and the Inter

TIE ECONOMIST
APRIL 17, 1967

Workin -~ -
Progress =~

national Monetary Fund and for 2
years a Japanese Finance Ministry offi
| cial, stressed that politics would no
"~ play a role in granting loans to underd

“T HE vast Mckong river,” said Presidenf
Johnson on April 7th, when hg
pledged support for a big development plas]
in south-east, Asia, “can provide food and

' devcloped Asian countries. *1 believe,”]
he said, “that we will get along very wel
on the basis that economic developmen
benefits cverybody.” He assured th

assembled monetary experts that *“soft’
loans for financially insecure borrower
would be available through special
funds administered by the bank. And h

emphasized the bank’s basically Asia

character, Of the $1 billion in capital
funds that will eventually be at the
bank’s disposal, the U.S. and Japan are
the largest contributors: $200 million|
cach. But 60% of the funds come from|
19 Far Easte¢rn countries, and both the
president and seven of ten directors are
from that region.

The bank will open in rented quarters|
in Manila on Dec. 19, begin full-time
operations by early next year. Construc-
_ tion of a permanent, Manila headquar-
|- ters, now in the design stage, is expected

to begin by mid-1967. '

The Yellow Rolls-Royce. The inaugu-
ration of the ADB took place one week
after the start of the first Asian Inter-
national Trade Fair in Bangkok. Set up
by the Thais, but nursed to fruition by
the same Bangkok-based U.N. Econom-
ic Commission for Asia and the Far
East that inspired the formation of the
ADB, the fair opened with Thailand’s
King Bhumibol Adulyadej releasing
2,509 pigeons-—one for each year of the
Buddhist era. The King then joined his
beautiful wife, Queen Sirikit, for a
swing through 250 acres of fairgrounds
in a yellow Rolis-Royce.

Some 3,000 corporations from within
and without Asia set up exhibits and
began bargaining at Bangkok, but the
fair's main purpose is to stimulate trade,
even among sometimes warring Asian
nations. Included in their offerings:
clectrical and telephone equipment
from India, machi ¢ IS~
tor radios frorAgﬁ%évade? Qﬁﬁlé

- tiles from South Korea, lacquerware
handicrafts from South Viet Nam, ciga-

water and power on a scale to dwarf evet]
our own TVA."” The 2,600-mile river and it
many tributaries in Thailand, Laos, Ca
bodia and Vietnam are as yet almost wholl
undeveloped. They yield no hydro power
yet their capacity is at least 20 millio
kilowatts. Uncontrolled flooding restricty
cultivation in many areas. Only 3 per cen
of the whole river basin is irrigated—and]
in this region, irrigation could mean two o
three rice crops a year instead of only one

Construction of five dams on tributarie
in Thailand, Laos and Cambedia is alrcad

The largest, at Nam Pong, is to be com
pleted this year; a German loan ba
covered half of the cost. Other wor

. man since its creation six years ago.

Teaty | gramme is evidence to'the contrary.
under way, at a cost of some £13 million Framme, 1 evide IO A Yoo

years. One involves building a dam at

Pa Mong, west of Vientiane, to irrigate 2} -
The
other two are in Cambodia: one ‘would -
itrigate ‘250,000 ‘acres and muliiply Cam- -
‘ bod:a’§ power output fifteen times ; the
other involves a gated barrage to control

million acres in Thailand and Laos.

the Tonle Sap tributary. This' would
stabilise the water level in Cambodia’s great
lake, the fluctuations of which are rapidly

killing the fish, and not only double the:

potential fish caich but also ‘rescue much
of the Mzkong delta from salination. that!

now makes large areas unfit for cultivation,”

The whole complex of pre-investment
surveys- and experiments is  regularly

. reviewed by an international advisory board,
 of which General Wheeler. has been chair-

A
feature of the Mckong programme is that
it has gone forward through periods during
which the riparian states have becen
quarrelling fiercely ; even -at times whe

diplomatic relations have been broken of,

Mr Johnson's expressed hope that North

| Vietnam would come in, “just as soon as
|'peaceful co-operation is possible,” to join

the larger .development plan that he

envisages for the region, may seem visionary
]in present circumstances, There are those
| who argue that south-east Asian instability

and 'lack of common purpose make it un-

‘thinkable'that there could ever be any such
.plan. ... But the hard fact of eight years’

steadily evolving work on the Mckong pro-

t
[R1 F LT

co-operation in this work has continued.”

Tl Bn R

T 1 e

g e

already under way includes the dredging o
silted stretches of the river and -the marking.
of channels for navigation, Meanwhile
contributions or pledges from 21 countries

built up, since 1957, to a total of [10
million in resources available for surveys,
planning and other pre-investment work.’
Over fifty teams of surveyors and other
experts are now working in the river basin
under the general authority. of the Mekong
committee, the co-ordinating body that the
four states set up in 1957 with the support
of the UN Eccnomic Commission for Asia.
and the Far East (Ecafe) in Bangkok. _
The first study of the Mckong’s potential
was made by Ecafe in 1952. Its closer’
study in 1957 led to a four-month inspec-
tion tour by a UN team of ¢xperts on warer’
esources and power, led by General'
heeler, the World Bank’s chief consultant
in this field, who confirmed the Ecafe find-:
ngs and drew up a five-year programme of
etailed investigation, Hydrologic stations
ere set up and aerial mapping began in,
1959. Three major mainstrcam projects |

séegow pFanCipA HRD PF8-0
10n are due to o¢

teady within' twd-or three

(in addition to the four ripatian states) have |
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Excerpts from March ' | June 1967
1967 comments on

THE NEW CONFIDENCE. IN ASIA

made by William P, Bundy
. Assistant U, S. Secretary of State
¥ for East Aslan and Pacliflc Affalrs
"Japan's economic success story is well-known; yet the magnitude
of that success is not fully appreciated. With less than 100 million
people , Japan (in 1966 produced) ... a gross national product roughly
as large as that of the TOO million populstion of Communist China.
Some economic forecasts indicate that by 1975 the figure may be two to
- one in Japan's favor, and within a short time Japan may be the third
‘ lergest economic power in the world.
" Nor has Japan been hesitant to share her prosperity with her
Asisn neighbors. Japan has cormitted one percent of her gross qationé.l
product to their assistance and assumed a leading role in regional
agricultural planning as well as in other multi-national organizations.
In South Korea one sees the beginning of what could become a
smaller~gcSle bub equally dramatic emulation of Japan's economic success., -
In 1964 and 1965 the Republic of Korea had a growth rate of more than
eight percent' in 1966 the rate increased to 12 percent. The change in
Korea== after the tremendous devastation of the Korean War == gives a
vw basis for optimisn about Vietnam after the end of the conflict there.
The Republic of China on Taiwan also enjoys a high sustained
- growth rate, averaging 10 percent over the past three years. In con-
trest, during the period 1958-1965, Communist China's growth rate
averaged zero, and its gross national product actually may have declined_.'
In the Philippines, where President Marcos enjoys prestige which
glves him greater opportunity for achievement then any Philippine pres-
ident since Ramon Magsaysay, progress is being made in land reform,
" elimingtion of smuggling, and inereasing agricultural productivity.
Singapore and Malaysia, next to Japan, enjoy the highest per-
capita lncomes in Asia. They are attemtiﬁg 0.1+ diversify thelir economies .
' and st the same time create truly multi-national =- Malay, Chinese and
Indian -~ societies.' | o
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10 years, despite a problem with insurgency in its northessl§ == an
insurgency backed by‘éomunisiz China and North Vietnam. The great
majority of Thals, hoz:rever, are loydl ' t6 their government and there 1is
no reason to anticipate that this problem in Thailand will reach the
‘level thet it has in south Vietnem.

The change in Indonesis during the last 18 months must rank in

gsignificance with the "Cultwral revolution" in communist China.

Indonesla is the fifth most populous country in the world, and the
most ‘populous country in southeast Asia.

Two years ago, the portents were that by the end of 1966, In=-
donesia would be Communist., Instead, an 11l-timed and poorly-executed
Communist eoup backfired and brought into being a strongly nationalist
and non-communhist govermment. That government now is concentrating
on the chaotic economic situation that 1s the legacy of years of mis= .
management. With the assistance of the U. S. and other helpful nations
Indonesia, within a year or two, cound see an increasing relization
of her great economic potential.

The incramsing growth of regional organizations and reglonal
cooperstion also has been of great inportance. Among the more signl-
ficant developments have been:

~-The Joining together of 19 Aslan and Pacific nations, along
the key European nations, in establishing the Asian Development Banke=
with more than two-thirds of the authorized caplital of 1,000 million |
dollars coming from within the reglon. |

~=The convening in June 1966, in Seoul of the 1O-nationAsien
and Pacific council which, albhough prdmai‘ily concerned with economid
affairs, stated its [ull sympathy and support for the United States'
stand in Viebtnam. ‘

--The Assoclation of Southease Asia, involving Malaysisa, the
Philippines and Thailand, which may be the nucleus of a new regional’
grouping In the areas of economics and culture,

-=The Mskong Committee which, under the auspices of the United
Nations Regional Commission, brings together Cambodia, ILaos, Thalland
and South Vietnam in the joint develorment of the Mekong Rilver basin.

The growth of multi-national organizations has been accompanied
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In December of 1965, Japan and the Republic of Korea concluded a treaty
ending a long period of hostility between the two Aslen neighbors and
providing Japanese funds for Korean development. '§imilarly, the con=
frontation between Indonesia and Malaysle was terminated » with Thailland

playing & helpful role"

PR
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MILITARY REVIEW
February 1967

ICPYRGHT

- , . The views expressed in this arti- let it be known that she was les§ ex- -
= " cle are the author’s and are not nec- _clusively concerned. with the possibili-
e essarily those of the Department of ties of Communist aggression. Rather,
A the Army, Department of Defense, her interest in SEATO stemm'ed from
L - or the U. 8. Army Command and 'a fear of aggression by India. Suc.h
General Staff College~—Editor. .different points of view on the basic:
' ' objectives of the alliance have per-:
N 8 September 1954 the South- | gjsted and have contributed to the in-
o : east Asia Collective Defense ternal frictions with which SEATO
P : Treaty was signed at Manila by the has been plagued.
o United States, Great Britain, France,} The alliance is an open-ended pact
L Australia, New Zealand, the Philip- with specific provisions for the acces-
L pines, Thailand, and Pakistan. The!sion of other nations who may wish
- treaty, frequently referred to as theito join. To date, no additional coun-
Manila Treaty, was subsequently rat-'tries have sought membership al-
ified by each signatory and became though there are some newly independ- .
fully operative in February 1955. - ent states in the tx;leaty area who :vould ;
The area specifically covered by the likely be admitted upon request.
Southeast A:ia Treaty Organization Of the many reasons which might
i : (SEATO) is defined as southeast be ci.ted for this apparent lacl}cl of en;
LN A Asia, including the entire territories tl.xus.lasm, tw? stand out as ]t etx'nos
AN " of the Asian parties and the general significant. First, the neutral nations,
’ area of the southwest Pacific south led by India, have tended to lo'ok upon
of 21 degrees 30 minutes north lati- SEATO as an in.s,trument designed to
tude, a boundary which excludes Hing [Project fche tensw{xs of the cold war
Kong and Taiwan. .into southeast Asia. Second, because‘
'SEATO Objective Britain and France are SEATO mem-

The objective of SEATO is to pro-
mote peace and security in the treaty

_ area through mutual cooperation in

the development of economic resources.
and through mutual defense against

. open armed attack or subversion. The

United States made it clear at Manila
that she was concerned primarily with
Communist aggression, and a formal
understanding to that effect was made

Colonel Joe M. Palmer is with the
34th Engineer Group {Construction)
at Fort Lewis, Washington. He holds
¢ Master’s degree in Civil Engineer-
ing from the University of Illinois at
Urbana, and is ¢ graduate of the US
Army War College. He has served in
Korea, Japan, and Hawaii, and with
the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff
for Personnel in Washington. His ar-
ticle, “Political Negotiations in Viet-

a pag‘t of the treaty. nam,” was the MILITARY REVIEW
No other signatory made this dis- Award Article for the September
tinction. On the contrary, Pakistan 1966 issue. (

[]
-—
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ever-present suspi-
CIOH among thé people of newly inde-
pendent Asian states that' SEATO, in
some way, represents a return to colo-
nialism.

These reasons have been reinforced
by & noticeable reluctance on the part
of many Asian nations to admit that
communism poses a threat to their in-
dependence. Although the attacks on
India by Communist China have as-
sisted in dispelling this attitude to
some degree, the reality and serious-
ness of the threat are still not ac-
cepted universally. Thus, it has not
been possible to generate widespread
public support for SEATQ within the
very area which it is pledged to de-
fend. This lack of a broad base of
membership and support from among
the Asian states is a serious deficiency
of the alliance.

The Protocol

Closely related to the problem of
Asian membership is the relationship
of SEATO to Laos, Cambodia, and the
Republic of Vietnam. These three na-
tions gained their independence from
France as a result of the 1954 Geneva
agreement which terminated the
French-Vietminh war. Britain and

France officially accepted the Geneva -

agreement, whereas the United States
refused to do so. This demonstrated
a divergency of views with respect to
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam which
came to the fore at the Manila Confer-
ence some months later.

At Manila, the United States de-
sired that SEATO membership be ex-
tended to the three southeast Asian
nations. However, Britain and France
considered such a step to be in viola-
tion of the Geneva agreement and,
therefore, unacceptable to them as par-
ties to that agreement. Yet they must
have realized that a collective agree-
ment for the defense of southeast
Asia could hardly ignore the Indo-
china Peninsula which points like an
arrow from mainland Asia toward the
heart of the treaty area.

Compromise Solution

The strategic significance of the
preninsula and the continuing nature
of the Communist threat there were
patently obvious. As a result, a com-
promise solution was agreed upon.

2
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The' three nations were not offered
membership in SEATO, but a proto-
col was added to the Manila Treaty
extending the benefits of the alliance,
upon request, to Laos, Cambodia, and
the free territory of Vietnam. These
countries are frequently referred to
within SEATO as the protocol states.
This created a unique situation where-
by the protocol ntates may request and
recelve the benefits of the treaty with-
out any countervailing obligations.
However, since 1955, Cambodia has
repeatedly disavowed any desire to be
covered by the SEATO defensive um-

brella. Laos has been highly incon-

sistent in this respect. In contrast to
hoth of the foregoing, the Republic of
Vietnam has never indicated any de-
sire to forego her rights afforded by
the protocol. In view of these factors,
it is not surprising that the relation-
ship of SEATO to the three protocol
states has been subject to widely vary-
ing interpretation.

Unlike the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, the member nations of

- BEATO have never earmarked any of

their armed forces specifically for com-

- mitment within the treaty area nor

has any permanent military command
structure been created. Many SEATO
analysts consider this lack of a visi-

‘ble military standing force to be a
- serious deficiency of the pact. .
Since the real power of SEATO lies

principally in the armed forces of the
United States, the lack of a standing
military . force has raised serious

. doubts in the minds of many concern-

ing the willingness of the United

" States to meet her commitments, when

required, in the treaty area. The long-
standing and well-publicized US reluc-
tance to get bogged down in a land
war in southeast Asia has also con-
tributed to the persistence of this nag-
ging and divisive suspicion.

- US Policy

In 1954 at Mamla the Umted States
took the position that, because of her

‘worldwide commitmeénts, she should

not allocate specific forces to SEATO,

but should maintain large mobile -

strike forces plus strategically placed
reserves. Since 1954 the United States
has consistently followed this bohcy

Other steps have also been taken by
the United States to allay the fears
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of her Asian allies and to demonstrate
the military potency of SEATO. US
air, sea, and ground forces have par-
ticipated throughout the treaty area
in numerous exercises under combined
commands. US forces have been com-
mitted to Thailand on a temporary .
basis in “show of force” or “stability”
operations. The United States has ac-
tively participated in the development
of SEATO military plans for counter-
ing various emergencies, and, finally,

she has provided massive aid and com- -

mitted large military forces to the de-
fense of the Republic of Vietnam.
Despite all of these demonstrations
of good faith, the United States has
not succeeded in eliminating the lin- -

gering doubts as to her resolve to de-

fend her Asian allies. As recently as

February 1966, Vice President Hu-

bert H. Humphrey was in Thailand ,
attempting to convince the leaders of

‘that nation that the United States was

not seeking “peace at any price” in=
southeast Asia and that the US re-.
solve to resist Communist aggression

in the region was still as strong as

ever. .

Mainland southeast Asia, although'
one of the most strategically impor.
tant areas'encompassed by SEATO,
‘is generally an undeveloped area. It
is woefully short of facilities such as
those which comprise the infrastruc-
ture of NATO. Since SEATO has no
permanent standing military force,
the security of the area is dependent
on military forces which must be
brought in from distant locations.

The shortage of adequate airfields,
ports, and internal routes of commu-
nication is a major barrier to the
rapid introduction, deployment, and

continuous suppert of large troop

units. Much has been done to over-
come some of these deficiencies, espe-
cially in Vietnam where the -need is
immediate and to a lesser degree in
Thailand. Still, the problem has not
been resolved, and it continues to be
a serious obstacle in SEATO's defen-
sive planning,

SEATO's most significant internal
problems have stemmed from the het-
erogeneity of its membership. Major
differences in size, power potential,

)
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economic development, geographical
location, ethnic origin, type of gov-
ernment, domestic policies, and inter-
national interests exist within SEA-
TO, and each has contributed to the
: friction within the alliance. All mem-
ber nations still subscribe theoreti-
cally to the fundamental objective of
 the treaty—that is, to combat aggres-
sion and subversion in the treaty area,

Negative Pesitions .
Beyond this point, little unanimity
of opinion can be found. The United
States and Pakistan have not agreed
since the autumn of 1962 on the sub-
ject of US aid to India, just as India
has disagreed with the United States
over US aid to Pakistan. Thailand, in
1962, boycotted SEATO meetings for
a month as a result of what she con-
sidered US favoritism to Cambodia in_
a Thai-Cambodian border dispute.
Moreover, Britain and the Philip-
pines took opposite positions on the
proposal to create the Federation of
Malaysia. Some member nations have
extended diplomatic recognition to
Communist China, trade with her, and
have voted to seat her in the United -
Nations. The United States has taken
none of these steps and has publicly
discouraged her allies’ actions. France
has ceased to participate actively in
SEATO affairs, as a means of drama-
tizing her disapproval of US policy in
Vietnam, although she still retains her
formal membership in the alliance.
Yet all has not been on the negative
side of the ledger. The alliance must.
be credited with some notable sic--
cesses. It has been instrumental in
limiting the spread of communism
within the treaty area. Although no
SEATO military force has ever taken
the field in a direct confrontation with
the Communist forces, the military
power potential of the alliance has
proved to be a major obstacle to Com-
munist expansion in Asia. As long as -
SEATO exists, the threat of invoking
its assistance against Communist ag-
gression strengthens, to some degree,
the governments of all the independent
states in the treaty area whether they
be members or nonmembers. v
The Communists have recognized
this challenge which SEATO presents
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to their plans for aggression and have

persistently attempted to undermine

the solidarity and effectiveness of the
alliance. This is, perhaps, the best
possible evidence that SEATO has
achieved some measure of success

Geographic Buffer

SEATO must be given much of the :

credit for preventing a complete Com-
munist “takeover” in two of the pro-
tocol states—Laos and Cambodia. Te
be sure, present conditions there are
not optimum, but are far short of the
disaster which might have occurred.

Laos and Cambodis have been offi-

cially “neutralized” with the former
tending to align herself unofficially
with the non-Communist nations and
the latter seekmg a balance between
East and West. Thus, the actions of
one tend to offset those of the other
with the result that a reasonably ef-
fective geographic buffer exists be-
tween Thailand and the fighting in
Vietnam.

Had the Commumsts successfully
gained control of both Laos and Cam-
bodia, the current battlefield in south-
east Asia would probably include not
only Vietnam, but Laos, Cambodia,
and Thailand as well, It was, there-
fore, critical to SEATO that the Com-
munists be denied political and mili-
tary control of the two countries.

Major differences of opinion be-
tween the United States, Britain, and
France prevented SEATO from tak-
ing concerted military action when
the crisis in Laos was at its worst,
However, by conducting timely show
of force operations in Thailand and
by bringing diplomatic pressure to
bear, the alliance did successfully pre-
vent Communist control of Laos.

SEATO also recognizés the signifi-
cance of economic progress and social
well-being as potent weapons in the
fight against communism. Numerous
~cooperative measures in the economic,
social, and cultural fields have been
‘undertaken. These programs are long
range and continuing in nature, but
have produced tangible results. Even-
tually, they seek to bring about a
marked improvement in the standard
of living of the people in the Asian
member states. When this goal is at-
tained, the opportunity for Communist
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subversion will have been greatly re-
duced.

Vietnam ‘ ,
SEATQ has faced crises and chal-

. lenges of varying importance in the

past, but none has been as significant
as that posed by events in Vietnam.

" Strategically, Vietnam is vital to the
 alliance; she is one of the three pro-

tocol states to which the Manila
Treaty guarantees protection from
Communist aggression. It would ap-
pear that SEATO has a clearly de-
fined legal right and a moral obliga-
tion to intervene openly and officially
on behalf of South Vietnam. Yet it
has not done so, and the possible rea-
sons for this failure to act should be
examined.

Great Britain, France, and Paki-
stan are the SEATO members who
have not sent at least token military
forces to Vietnam to reinforce US ef-
forts there. The reasons for British

and French failure to do so involve :

many factors, including other com-

mitments on the part of Britain and

outright opposition te US pclicy on
the part of France. But it is reason-
able to assume that their attitudes
stem at least partly from differences
with the United States on the nature
of the alliance itself,

Areas of Disagreement

Based on their interpretation of
the 1964 Geneva agreement and the
Manila Treaty, Britain and France
apparently share the view that SEATO
can legally intervene in the protocol
states only in the event of overt Chi-
nese aggression. Since there is no

overt Chinese rgression in Vietnam,

it would follow that SEATO has no
legal basis upon which to take action
there. The United States has taken an
opposite point of view., She has inter-
preted the Manila Treaty as. requir-
ing member nations to take positive
action to assist the Republic of Viet-
nam in her fight for survival.

A second point of difference also

relates to the 1954 Geneva agreement. .

It has been argued that the agreement
did not envision a permanently di-
vided Vietnam and that the Saigon
Government, having refused to hold
elections as specified, has no legal
basis for its continued existence. The
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United States does not subscribe to
this argument and, as a major advo-
cate of the right of self-determina-

tion for all people, has long recognized -
and supported a separate and inde-

pendent Republic of Vietnam.
A third area of disagreement con-

cerns the origin and nature of the
conflict itself. Within the United :

States, and Internationnlly as well,
there is a difference of opinion as to
whether the fighting in Vietnam is an
indigenous revolution with Commu-

nist support or whether it is, in fact,
another case of Communist aggres-
sion, The United States has officially:
" identified it as the latter. ‘
Whether the United States, British,
~and French differences with regard to

the protocol states stem from these
or other points, the facts are that this
difference of opinion does exist, that

. it precluded concerted SEATO mili-
“tary action against the Communist

forces in Laos, and now has prevented
similar action in Vietnam. Clearly, so

lohg as this lack of unity between the
-three major members persists, there’
is no chance for corporate military ac- .
- tion by SEATO in the protocol states.
The sum of SEATO efforts in Viet-
-ham, excluding the essentially uni-
lateral US commitment, can hardly be

5
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characterized as a concerted attempt
to defeat Communist aggression. In
fact, SEATO's principal contribution
ito the conflict has been to provide the
United States with a diplomatic ra-
“tionale for taking military action.

ﬁl Thus, regardless of the outcome of
‘current military operations, Vietnam
groprtunts a major failure of SEATO,
Disunity within the alliance has made
it impotent in the face of a major
Communist threat; thus destroying its
credibility as a deterrent force. This
raises grave doubts as to the future
value of the pact, its prior successes
notwithstanding., Yet some form of an
anti-Communist security arrangement
will continue to be needed in south-
east Asia as a counterbalance to Com-
munist China’s power.

There are three alternative means
of achieving this end: a restructured
SEATO, a new Asian alliance, or total
dependence on US bilateral defense
pacts. .
- The revisions required to convert
SEATO into a more effective alliance
are appatrent from its weaknesses. In
essence, the purpose and character of
the alliance must be radically altered.
It must assume greater responsibili-
ties and must be made more accepta-
ble to the free nations of Asia.
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Fact Sheet e —
September 1964

The Chinese Communist View of Soviet Aid

In 1964 Moscow and Peking engaged in a vituperative debate over aid
to developing countries. In this debate the Chinese Communists sharply
questioned the motivation of the USSR, most strikingly by enunciating
"Eight Principles" of Chinese aid which, according to Chou En- lai during
his trip to Africa and Asia in early 1964, governed China's economic and
technical assistance program. The "Eight Principles," as gisted from
PEKING REVIEW, May 1, 1964, contend that Chinese aid:

1) 1is based on "the principle of equality and mutual benefit" and
is never regarded as "a kind of unilateral alms,"

2) "strictly respects the povereignty of the recipient countries,
and never attaches any conditions or asks for any privileges,"

3) is granted "in the form of interest-free or low-interest loans.
to lighten the burden of the recipient countries as fmr as p0551b1e,

4) intends not to make recipients dependent on China "but to help
them embark step by step on the road of self-reliance and in-
dependent economic development,"

5) is directed toward projects "which require less investment while
yielding quicker results" so that recipients may "increase their
income and accumulate capital,"

6) guarantees "the best quality equipment and material of its own
manufacture at international market prices,"

7) "sees to it that the personnel of the recipient country fully
master techniques," and

8) forbids Chinese experts to make "any special demands or enjoy
any special amenities" but demands they have "the same standard
of living as the experts of the recipient country."

Recognizing :Chou's intent in his statements about foreign aid, the

USSR Govermment newspaper LZVESTIYA on 12 July 1964 rebuked the Chinese
effort to "defame, blacken and slander" Soviet foreign aid. The

Soviet paper alleéed that China's "Eight Principles serve one 'unseemly'
aim -- 'that of discrediting the disinterested assistance of the Soviet
Union and of other socialist countries to young national states.'"

Perhaps most galling to the IZVESTIYA writer was Chou's slap at
the USSR in these words:
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"Our mutual help is the kind that exists between friends who are
poor and face similar problems, and is not 'aid' that is used by strong,
big powers to bully the weak and small. Our mutual help is at present
small in scale, yet is reliable, practical, and conducive to the in-
dependent development of the countries concerned...."
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oanlinskaispminhipm— June 1967

Preliminary Assessment of the Military Fquipment and

Treining Provided to the Arabs by the USSR

Military aid supplied by the USSE during the past decade to the UAR
and other Arab countries will remain under study for some time to come. At
the present time, as a result of the voluminous press covarsgs of the Arab-
Iswaeli confliect, thers has come to light suffiziest infezmation on the
amount of aid, the quality of Soviet equirument, and the eir'fectiveness of
dcetrinal and tactical training to permit a preliminary assessment of such
aid.

Amount

According to Hanson Baldwin, military commentator of the NEW YORK TIMES
(June 6, 1967) the ULR had received from the USSR about 1,200 tanks and
seif-propelled guus, sboul 500 aircraft {incivding 50 MIC-2i's), 9 fcrmer
Soviet submarines ond hosts eguipped with wirged guided missiles, and an
unknown number of surface-to-asir (SAM) missile sites and radar-controlled
85-mm antiaircraft guns to defend its airfields. The value of Soviet
military aid is indicszted by Janes Reston, who stated in the NYT of 10 June
that the UAR owes the Coviet Government $1 billion to $2 billion for military
equipnent. According to Baldwin, Syria hed received about 400 tenks and
self-propelled guns and about 150 sircraft from the USSEK. Other sources,
including NEWSWEEK and U.S. NAWS & WCRLD R¥FPORT, refer to similar amounts
of Soviet Aid in thelir arhicles. A detailed listing of tanks, aircraft, and
naval vegnels, with breakdowns by type, is given in the London publication
FORUM WORLD FEATURES (FACTS TO FILE) of May 27, 1967.

Quality and Effectiveness

Although military commentators usually term Soviet military equipment
good, some of them are raising serious questions about the suitability of
such equipment for Middle Eastern conditions. For example it has been
widely publicized that the Israelis modified their old World War II tanks
by widening the tracks, raising the suspension, and increasing the fire-
power by replacing the 90-mm guns with 105-mm guns. There is no indicsation
that the Soviets made extensive wmodifications of their all-climate tanks
in order to adapt them for desert werfare.

Analogous information tends to bear out the possibility that the
Soviets were negligent in this regard. For example, a recent article from
Informations 4'Qutre-Mer (Paris, May 2k, 1967) states:

"The motors with which the Soviet trucks of the Algerian Army are
equipped are too fragile and consume too much fuel; morecver, it is
difficult to use them in the Sshara. For this reason, they will be
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Earlier, the Egyptisns, when building the Aswan High Dam, found they
had to replace large amounts of Soviet construction equipment (including
caterpillar-type tractors) with British and Americen equipment. Furthermore,
there have been persistent reports that the Soviets have sent tractors and
trucks to equatorial Africa with elaborate enclosures and heating facilities
for the cabs.

The age of the tanks supplied by the USSR is considered by some to
have been a factor of possible significance in the peor performance of the
UAR's tanks. About half of them were Soviet World War II models, and thus
manufactured between 1942 angd 1947, Considering the Soviets' generally
boor record on the maintenance of all kinds of equipment, and the fact that
the maintenance manuals for Soviet tanks were in English, it is not hard to
understand that the Arabs would find it difficult to keep the tanks in
operating condition. :

The matter of inadequate Soviet instruetion in the use of equipment
may have been a major factor in the inability of the Arabs to use the Soviet
equipment effectively. Publication of the menuals in English, a language
foreign to Russian instructors and Arab trainees alike, undoubtedly resulted
in inadequate understanding. This is illustrated by the Soviet SAM which
was captured on the Sinai. Besides instructions in Russian, the missiles
had written on them in English, these words: "By operating with plunger the
drive should be engaged to reduction gear. It is not allowed to operate
with plunger at accelerated gear.” Would any two people interpret these
instructions the same way? Not only were the manuals unclear, but frequently
they were non-existent. Often the equipment had to be repacked and kept
in crates for months while the Arabs avsited the arrival of the manuals.

Doctrinal and Tactical Training

Very likely, the Soviets' military training of the Arabs will be found
upon investigation to have been woefully inadequate and even misleading.
By virtue of the differences in terrain between the USSR and the Middle
East, the Soviet instructors probably had an inadequate grasp of desert
warfare. But the Soviets' major shdrtmcomings probably arose from a tend-
ency to refer to their own military experience when instructing the Arabs.

For example, the Egyptians dug pits for their T-54 Soviet tanks and
were using them as stationary artillery to cover the town of Gazs in the
early stages of the conflict. Later, in the Sinai, the UAR troops again
dug their tanks in in a vain effort to protect them against air bombardment.
This tactic deprived the UAR tanks of mobility, the cardinal principle of
tank warfare, while the Israeli tanks could freely manuever. This tactic
is similar to that used by Soviet tank forces in World War II, as shown in
Soviet films of the war. It is possible that the Soviet training officers
prepared the Arab military for todey's war by teaching them the successful
tactics of yesterday's war,

Furthermore, it has been pointed out that the conduct of the UAR mili-
tary effort reflected Soviet tactical doctrine, which necessitates central
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direction. This doctrine is considered ineffective against any foe which
relies on the use of initietive. Moreover, the UAR's situation may have
been aggravated by communications which were inadequate to the desert con-
ditions.

A major oversight in the Soviets' preparation of the UAR may have been
in the arrangement of the radar network. Soviet tactics in eantiaircraft
warfare are focused -- almost exclusively -- on defense against assaults
over land approsches. This may explain the disastrous gap which the UAR
left in its radar defense against an air assault from the direction of the
Mediterranean.
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June 1967

Soviet Trade and Aid

In 1954 the USSR launched a trade and aid program in the developing
countries¥* with the announced or evident intention of providing material
needed for its own economy, expanding and increasing its influence world-
wide, and reducing non-Communist influence in the developing countries.
While the USSR's program embraces some 45 countries, it has concentrated
on Asia and the Middle East, and about two thirds of its exports to develop-
ing countries have gone to India, the UAR, Indonesia, Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Communist countries, in gaining access to the markets of the
developing countries, have used a classic commercial approach. They offer-
ed goods at lower prices and on more favorable terms (deferment of first
payment ; more years to pay; low interest rates). They offered to trade
industrial products for what would otherwise be surplus raw msterials
unsalable at an acceptable price in Western markets. Furthermore, the
Soviets dangled industrialization and economic independence in front of
the leaders of the developing countries.

Through 1966 the total amount of Communist credits and grants to
developing countries was about $9 billion, of which the USSR accounted
for roughly four fifths. However, only about $3 billion, or one third,
of the total amount has been put into effect; the balance remains to be
drawn. This large discrepancy actually between offers and drawings results
mainly from typically prolonged construction schedules on foreign aid
projects.

The composition of the USSR's trade with developing countries is
similar to that of other industrialized (or, in Soviet terms, "imperialist")
countries.- even if the intent differs. About 85% of its imports are
comprised of raw materials and food. The USSR's shipments of machinery
and equipment and manufactured goods have made up about two-thirds of its
exports to developing countries.

The military part of the Soviet program is much less publicized
in the recipient countries than is economic aid. Nevertheless, the
monetary value of military aid actually rendered is 1% to 2 times as
much as the economic aid. The emphasis on military aid to certain
countries is much more pronounced; for example, in the UAR military aid
had amounted to almost 3 times as much as economic aid, and in Syria to
more than 4 times as much. Almost half of the Communist military aid
is provided to developing countries as outright grants or with discounts
from the list price of the military hardware.

¥Developing countries (also called less developed, underdeveloped or emerging

countries) include: All African countries except the Republic of South Africa;
all Asian countries except Japan; most Latin American countries; Middle East-

ern countries, including Cyprus, Greece, Syria, Turkey and the UAR. Designa-

tion as a developing country is based on a number of factors, including: per-

sonal consumption per capita; per capita national product (gross national pro-
duct, national income); share of lbbor force in agriculture.
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Benefits to the USSR: The Kremlin's continued expansion since 1964 of
aid sgreements with developing countries clearly indicates that the
Brezhnev-Kosygin regime views the trade and aid program as a satisfac-
tory means of obtaining raw materials and foodstuff useful to the

Soviet economy and, more significantly, of pursuing Soviet foreign policy
objectives. Using economic means, the Soviet leaders evidently hope to
continue to exploit the USSR's recently acquired or increased presence

in the developing countries by:

—-—propagandizing its contributions of technology, skilled manpower,
and materials;

--gaining influence over economic planning and administration;

—-—working to introduce Soviet methods and ideas to replace Western-
inspired traditions;

--increasing the developing countries' dependence on the USSR for
credit, new machinery and equipment, spare parts, and technicians
to operate new plants.

Through military aid the Soviet leaders will undoubtedly continue to
try to enhance the USSR's position as a supplier of arms and a trainer
of the armed forces of developing countries. The lure of low Soviet prices
and quick delivery of military equipment is often irresistable. The
acceptance of weapons results in the need to send trainees tc the USER
and to recelve military instructors from the USSR; furthermore, ammunition
and spare parts need to be supplied on a continuing basis. Thus, the
acceptance of Soviet military aid is often a first step towards dependence
on the USSR.

The Soviet leaders have varied their approach to target countries.
To gain a foothold in some countries (Eqypt, Iraq, Syria, Yemen) military
aid was offered first. More frequently, however, the initial agreement
with a developing country is based on economic assistance. The use of
either approach has often been followed by the other, as indicated by the
fact that about half the developing countries receiving economic aid
from the USSR also receive military aid. In combination, economic and
military aid is a potent tool to increase the dependence of a developing
country on the USSR and other Bloc countries.

The ultimate benefits the USSR hopes to derive from its aid program
are political. Support for Soviet policies in the UN by developing
countries, for example, has risen sharply since the launching of the
Soviets' aid program in the mid-50's. More important, the Soviets have
thereby acquired greater contact and communication with leaders of the
developing countries and have also bullt up their influence with large
numbers of potential leaders who sre now middle-rung officials or military
officers.
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Drawbacks for the USSR: Although the trade and aid program has so far
absorbed only a very small share (according to one estimate .1%) of

the Soviet economy's gross national product, it will require increasingly
advanced industrial and military equipment during the next several years.
Thus, instead of involving industriasl equipment that ig generally obsolescent
or surplus to the USSR's needs, the Soviet export program will -~have to
compete with domestic industrial programs for the relatively scarce tech-
nologically-advanced equipment produced by the USSR. Similarly, future
shipments of military hardware will consist far less of surplus or discarded
goods and more of the equipment being currently manufactured for the

Soviet armed forces.

A far more threatening drawback of the brogram, from the Kremlin's
standpoint, is the possible adverse affect of unsatisfactory performance
of Soviet aid commitments. On the economic side, the Soviets' record is
spotty and is marred by long delays in carrying out comstruction projects,
the poor quality of industrial equipment and consumer goods, failure to
supply enough spare parts of *the needed sorts, and the glaring errors in
the planning of industrial development. The quality of Soviet military
aid, for many years unassessed, now appears to be deficient to some ex—
tent with respect to equipment and to be woefully low with respect to
training in military tactics, use of weapons, and maintenance of equipment.
(See attachment for details).

On_balance, the Soviet leaders probably view their trade and aid
program as a commitment they couldn't avoid even if its costs should begin
to outweigh the foreseeable benefits. For a withdrawal in the face of
adverse developments would compound their problem.

Attractiveness to developing countries: Soviet offers of trade and aid
are hard for leaders of developing countries to resist. The kind of
goods offered--industrial and transport equipment, industrial materials
such as steel and petroleum—-in exchange for surplus raw material and
food which can't be absorbed in Free World markets, appears to represent
a clear-cut gain for the developing countries. The deferment of initial
payments and the stretch-out of the repayment of credits at 2% percent
interest has added to the attractiveness of Soviet aid offers, especially
prior to 1966. Furthermore, Soviet prices usually seem to be low. Finally,
Soviet alid seems to offer leaders of developing countries a means of
countering the economic influence of their traditional trading partners
(usually the former colonial power).

Military aid is usually even more attractively presented than economic
ald. Very little, if any, down payment is demanded. The price of the
equipment is reduced by almost half by means of discounts and outright
grants. The equipment can usually be shipped soon after ordered because
of the large portion of Soviet merchant ships specializing almost exclusively
in arms shipments. Finally, comprehensive instruction is offered in the
use of the military equipment, and in military doctrine. Thus, leaders of
developing countries have painted for them a picture of rapid development
of a powerful military force with modern weapons and led by well-trained
officers.
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Detractions of Soviet aid: Soviet performance has tarnished the apparent
attractiveness of Soviet economic aid. First, the quality of Soviet

goods usually does not meet what the Soviets term "world standards."

This is particularly true of machinery and equipment used in -production
lines. The machinery itself is usually outmoded, and thus the products
of the machinery are also outmoded and cannot be sold at world market
prices. Second, the real cost of Soviet goods is nowhere near as low as
the price tags indicate, when the poor quality is taken into account.
Furthermore, Soviet-built plants are more expensive than their estimated
cost because of the added expenses® incurred by the exceptionally long
durstion of construction. (See below). Third, the reliability of the USSR
is open to serious question. As a trading partner the USSR has not been
dependable, in that it has attached post-agreement pclitical conditions
to its aid ( in spite of pretenses to the contrary) and in that it has not
peen able to sustain its deliveries of commodities (for example, Soviet
wheat was not available in the amount required by developing countries
after the poor Soviet harvests of 1963 and 1965). The USSR, faced with
budget problems at home, has trimmed some of the attractive features of
its aid program; for example, in 1966 the Kremlin extended almost a
billion dollars in aid, over 40% of which was in the form of commercial
credits. The significnace of this lies in the change from state credits
(12 years at 2%% interest) to commercial credits (5 to 10 years at up

to 4% interest). At the same time the Soviets increased their requirements
of hard currency for down payments. Developing countries have also mis-
takenly relied on Soviet economic advice and, as a result, have committed
themselves to courses of industrial development not in keeping with theilr
own economic realities. The Soviets seem to have recognized their mis-
takes in this regard, inasmuch as they now subject new projects to pro-
tracted scrutiny before approving them; yet the Soviets still give no in-
dication that they grasp the proven methods for establishing economic
feagibility of industrial programs.

Some of the most serious deficiencies in the Kremlin's aid program
show up in the performance and quality of industrial construction projects.
The time actually required for construction has exceeded the contracted
duration by an average of more than a third, and has in some cases stretched
out to double the contracted duration. Furthermore, Soviet aid projects
have taken much longer than comparable U.S. aid projects. For example: a
Soviet aid fertilizer plant in Indonesia took 3 years longer than a U.5.
aid project of the same kind in the same country; a Soviet aid oil refinery
in India took 4O months to build, or 26 months longer than the construction
of an oil refinery of almost the same capacity built under the U.S3. aid
program in South Korea. The poor quality of Soviet comnstruction has been
transmitted to developing countries through the aid program; this is largely
attributable to inferior designs of the structures and inept supervision
of construction. Equally serious is the general backwardness of the
industrial facilities the Soviets have provided. For example, the Soviets
admit to themselves that their pharmaceutical industry lags far behind
that industry in the West, yet the Soviets are buildirng pharmaceutical

¥The cost of Soviet "experts'" sometimes amounts to up to a quarter of aid
spending on a project.
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plants for developing countries under their aid program. Similarly,
Soviet fish canneries are obsolete by Western standards; still, the
Boviets are sponsoring the cpnstruction of such plants under their aid
program.

Parenthetically, it should be borne in mind that showcase Soviet
aid projects are of high quality. For example, the Aswan High Dam on the
Nile is a credit to Soviet engineering, even though the Egyptians found
they had to replace Soviet heavy construction equipment with British and
U.5. equipment. Also, the Bhilai steel mill in India is one of the most
modern in the world, so modern in fact that at the time of its construction
the Bhilai plant had the very best of Soviet equipment, such as no single
Soviet plant could equal.. The use of such modern equipment at Bhilai
appears extravagant, however, when it is considered that it cost more and
took almost twice as long to build Bhilai with & capacity of 1 million
tons as the expansion of India's privately owned Tata steel mill with a
capacity increase of up to 2 million tons.

Until recently, Soviet military aid has been held in high regard
by most developing countries. Such a regard is considerably clouded,
however, by preliminary assessments of the value of such aid to the UAR
recently. The Soviet-supplied equipment was not effective. For example,
almost half of the UAR{s tanks were manufactured in the USSR between the
middle of World War II and 1947. There is no indication that the Soviets
modified the tanks adequately for the particular rigors of desert warfare.
The Soviet-supplied radar and anti-aircraft weapons, including expensive
surface-to-air missiles (SAM's), failed to prevent the Israeli air force
from making devastating attacks. Also ineffective, apparently, was the
Soviets' training of UAR officers in military doctrine and tactics. It
is reported, for example, that UAR tanks were dug in and used as stationary
artillery; this violates the cardinal principle of modern armored warfare
that mobility should be maximized. This tactic used by the UAR's armored
units is identical to the one used by Soviet forces in World War II, as
portrayed in Soviet films of the war. It is thus indicated that Soviet
training officers may have tried to prepare the Arab military for today's
war by teaching them the successful tactics of yesterday's war.

Some conclusions concerning Soviet aid: On the economic aid side, it is

clear that leaders of the developing countries were mistaken when they
expected Soviet aid to benefit them substantially. In the final analysis,

the economic balance sheet may even show that the developing countries

have had to pay a high price in terms of their own products and hard

currency in exchange for goods and plants which they can't employ effectively.
On the military aid side it may dawn on these same leaders { as it un-
doubtedly occurred to the UAR's Nassar) that the net result of Soviet aid

has been their own false sense of confidence.
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Prenss Latina, Havana June 1967
23 February 1967

LASO Solidarity Conference Agenda

The draft agenda for the first solidarity conference of the Latin
American countries, which will be held in Havhna from 28 July to 5 August
this year, has been made public. The text of the draft agenda follows:

1--The anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle in Latin America.

A, Experiences of the several forms of revolutionary struggle; armed
insurrection in the national liberation process for Latin America.

B. Consideration of the specific struggles of the working class, the
peasantry, the students, the intellectuals, and the rest of the progres-—
sive sectors in relation to the national liberation process.

C. Eradication of all forms of colonialism in Latin Americsa.

2--Common position and action against imperialism's political-military
intervention and economic and ideological penetration in Latin America.

A. The political-military intervention of Yankee imperialism in the
internal affairs of the Latin American countries; the imperialist policy
of repressive coordination against the liberstion movements: the OAS,
the inter-American peace force, the Central Americen Defense Board, the
bases, missions, and other military pacts.

B. The imperialist economic policy of submission and exploitation of
the Latin American countries; its control mechanism; financial resources
and foreign trade.

C. The imperialist policy of ideological penetration on the socio-cultursl
level as part of its continehtal strategy; the struggle against all forms
of discrimination in Latin ‘America.

D. The policy of reform as a means to lessen social conflicts and deflect
the peoples from their true path; economic and political independence.

E. The oligarchic and .coypist policy of open gggresdont .against the
national liberation movements and for the preservation of exploitation
of the Latin American peoples.

F. The need to achieve a common strategy for all the Latin American revo-
lutiohary movements in order to defeat continental strategy, which im-
perialism has drawn up in its determination to maintain domination over
the Latin American peoples.

3~-The solidarity of the Latin American peoples with the national libera-
tion gtruggles.
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A. Anti-imperialist solidarity in Latin America.

B. The most effective aid for the peoples who are waging the armed
struggle against imperialism and colonialism.

C. Support for the Negro people of the United States in their struggle
against racial segregation and for their rights to equality and freedom.

D. Defense of the Cuban revolution: struggle against the econcmic
blockade, isolation, and other forms of Yankee imperialist aggression
against the Cuban revolution.

h-—Statutes of the Latin American Solidasrity Organization.

A. The organizing committee of the Latin American Solidarity Organiza-
tion 1s made up of:

Cuba: Haydee SANTAMARTIA Cuedrado, delegate.

Brazil: Aluisio PALLANO, delegate.

Colombia: Manuel CEPEDA: Vargas, delegate.

Guatemala: Oscar Edmundo PAIMA and Francisco MARROQUIN, delegates.

Guyana: Lial BAHADAR, delegate.

Peru: Jesus MAZA, delegate.

Venezuela: Silvia MORENQO, delegate.
B. The national committees will be made up in each Latin American
country by the revolutionary organizations which meet the following
requirements:

1. Anti-imperialist.

2. Unitarian.

3. Representative.

L. Accept the resolutions of the First Tri-€ontinental Conference.

5. Accept the bases or principles of the Latin American Solidarity
Organization.
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Prensa Latina

Havana, 4 March--An exhaustive anti-imperialist sociological survey
is being conducted in 27 Latin'American countries by the national commit-
tees participating in the First Latin American Solidarity Organization
(LASO) conference. Jesus Magza Peruvian representative to LASO told the

Cuban press: 'Above all, the questionnaire aims to ascertain the degree
of awarcness of the people's liberation struggle against imperialist
domination." He added that the questionnaire deals with six fundamental

points and has been sent to outstanding figures, historians, researchers,
sociologists, and progressive organizations on the American Continent.

About 1,000 persons are working in Cuba on this survey with the partici-
pation of organizations and institutes of the Revolutionary Government
and under the guidance of the Communist Party. Maza added that this
LASO project is directed toward finding out the real situation in each
country and measuring the extent of enemy infiltration of Letin American
society. He said that the data produced by this survey will contribute
valuably to the first LASO conference "because there we will pool all
experiences of thé revolutionary struggle within the American Continent."

(Excerpts from) LASO Questionnaire

I. Questions in the Political and Social field

A, Political system and imperialist penetration: composition of the
government, from the viewpoint of the class situation and class ties of
its members, as determined by listing members of the following organiza-
tions: Presidency of the Republic, Cabinet or council of Ministers,
Legislative power or body (not including the local legislators, where
any exist), and governors of state, province or department.

Place these members in one of the following categories: land owners
farmer (large, medium, or small), farm worker, businessman (importer or
exporter, large, medium or small), industrialist (large, medium or small),
income receiver, banker, professional man, attorney (of national or
foreign enterprises, large, medium or small), labor union leader, worker,
militery (officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier), public employee,
housewife, and clergyman.

Is there security for the exercise of universal and direct suffrage
and if they exist, for what Position? What percent of the population
represents those excluded from the exercise of suffrage? To what social
strata do they belong and what are the causes of their exclusion?

How many women's organizations exist, what is their composition,
international affiliation and what are the tasks they develop?
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Which are the strata of the bourgeoisie whose specific interests
are harmed by imperialist penetration and to which activities of produc-~
tion do these strata belong? In the national economy what is the compara-
tive importance of the independent enbrepreneurs not associated with
imperialism?

How do the armed forces and other repressive instruments operate
within the bodies of state power and in relation to the political-social
process of the country?

Border conflicts: Countries and Regions. Origins. Do such con-
flicts arise from given national interests? How do the imperialist
nations, and especially the United States, participate in such conflicts?

B. Class Organization

Which are the dividing factors of the labor unicn movement and how
do they operate?

Which orgenized sectors of the labor class have won the right, both
to participate effectively in national policy, and to free expression
regarding the events of a continental or world order?

What social victories has the organized labor class won?

How have stikes developed as an instrument of struggle during the
past 10 years? Has the organized labor movement carried out work stoppages
of a political nature? Were these stoppages done with demands of interest
for the class or out of solidarity with student and prcfessional sectors?

Are there any peasant organizations and what is their nature?

Do the peasants, under law, enjoy the same rights as the urban
working class, or no rights?

How much have peasant women participated and do they participate in
the People's and national liberation struggles?

How are the student movements repressed?

Which are the class organizations of a national character which com-
prise the native industrial bourgeoisie?

C. Native Population o LT onhere
What is its economic. and cultural importance? ERRRIRVER

Is it the target of special forms of discrimination and exploitation?
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D. Agrarian Structure

What is the relationship between the social castes and the holding
of the land?

What class interests are represented by agrarian legislation and
whom do they favor?

How much land has been expropriated from the large land holders,
individuals or enterprises, national or~foreign?

ITI. BSocial Problems
What is the status of women?
« + Does political imprisonment exist? Are politicasl prisoners tortured?
What is the extent of juvenile delinguency?

What is the index of prostitution, alchoholism, gambling and other
vices and similar phenomens resulting from the social structure?

How and to what degree is begging manifest? Are children used to
beg?

To what extent are scientific methods applied to intensify the -
exploitation of human labor? What are the effects S6f such methods as to
physical and moral degradation of the worker?

How is the child labor exploited?

ITT. Migration and Tourism

Is there heavy migration from the countryside to the city? What is
the reason? What are its economic and social effects?

To what extent does income from tourism, by its volume, constitute
an  indirect factor of imperialist political pressure?

IV. The Churches

Which churches with headquarters in the United States have’ influence
in the country?

What is the amount of state subsidies which the churches receive?
Which societies, associations, establishments, enterprises, founda-

tions, etc. have relations, are subordinate to, or are controlled by
the churches?
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Havana,Cuba : '
2 June 1967

WHAT IS LASO?

The anti-imperialist delegations of the 27 Latin American nations attending
the First Tricontinental Conference founded, on 16 January 1966, in Havana,
Cuba, the Latin American Solidarity Organization (1AS0). Its aims, according
to the constitution of the organization, are to unite, ocordinate, and give impetus’
to the struggle against North American imperialism by all the exploited peoples
‘of Latin America. : <

;AAIAPSO--the Afro-Asian-Latin American Peoples Solidarity Organization--was created
by the First Tricontinental Conference, while LASO was created by a special

iand exclusive meeting of the Latin American delegations participating in its
‘debates. They are two distinct organizations, utterly independent of each other.
iThere is no organic or functional subordination between them. .Even though they’
%were born almogt at the same time and place and established headquarters in the
‘same country, they could have been born on distinet occasions and places, and
could have established distinct headquarters.

The international climate created by American imperialism's global strategy as

well as that of other colonialist powers for the forceful domination of all the
underdevaloped nations of the world, and the need of the underdeveloped, colonialized,
‘and dependent nations to help each other effectively, to coordinate thelr efforts

in the national liberation struggle, to shore:up the liberated nations, and to

give a united reply %o imperialist aggression and to defeat its aims, made the
creation of the two organizations necessary and possible. AALAPSO aims to unite,
coordinate, and press forward the struggle against colonialism and imperialism in

the sphere of three continents; LASO, in the sphere of a Eingle continent-~-Latin
America. Hence, relations between the two are those of fraternal support and

i cooperation.

On 16 January an organizing committee was designated including Brazil, Cuba,

Colombia, Guyana, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Its basie
tasks are the orientation of the work of the new organization in cooperation

‘with the national committees of each nation and the organization of the rirst
Latin American Peoples Solidarity Conference.

The internal structure of the organizing committee is not based on permanent
'secretariats but rather on work groups whose life is only as long as necessary
‘to complete assigned tasks; once completed, new groups are immediately staffed
;to implement new tasks. Only the General Secretariat, a post filled by the
‘pepresentative of the Cuban national committee, Haydee Santamaria, and the work
‘group for the LASO bulletin, are permanent. The organizing committee holds
weekly meetings to.approve, disapprove, or amend what is resolved by the work
groups. Unanimous resolution is the ever present aim, but if unanimlty is
impossible, a resolution may pass with a two-thirds majority. So far, however,
it has not been necessary to apply this rule for substantive resolutions.

‘ Among many oé%er tasks, the organizing committee has accomplished the following:
 Barly this year 1t revised the makeup of the national committees of the large
‘majority of nations that comprise the organization, and consulted with them on the
‘date of the conference, the criteria to be followed in constituting and revamping the
_ national committees, agenda topics, and other proposals that they could make. On
. this basis, the month of July 1967 was selected as the date for the first Latin
 American Peoples Solidarity Conference. The draft agenda and rules for the -
‘eonference have already been prepared. ‘ ' ' '
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eultural realities in the countries of the continent, a research which must be done
by the national committees, within the limits of their potential, with the ocbjective
of contributing sufficient information to the conference for evaluation, The
national committees represent the most active anti-imperialist sectors wlth the
deepest roots among the people in each of the Latin American countries. They

consist of one or more truly anti-imperialist, representative, unitarian organizations '

accepting the general declaration of the First Tricontinental Conference and the
bases on which Lago was formed. The starting point for the formation of each
national committee was established by the international preparatory committee of

the Pirst Tricontinental Conference, This in prinoiple is the way the national
‘committee of any one country is formed by the organizations that were invited to
.participate in it. However, some impertant organizatiens were not invited bto-the
First Tricontinental Conference, and perhaps scme others which did not meet entry .. .
requirements were invifted. It also happens that some political forces which were
taken inte account have disappeared and others may go the same route., Some
organlizations--and there may be more in the future--merged, and new anti-imperialist
movements with popular support have risen. These realities have determined the
dynamic character of the composition of the national committees. Nc organization
may belong in perpetuity to the mational committee if it loses the qualities which
.made possible its admission. On the other hand, organizations acquiring those )
qualities must be admitted. The national committees must always represent the most
active anti-imperialist sectors, and those with the most profound and exbtensive roots
among the people in each of the Latin American countries,

The dynamle character of the national committees is also a characteristic of LASO
and is 1ts contribution to the international revolutionary institutions. The first
review of the national committees was carried out in accordance with this basic
criterion. Today their composition is determined by the results of that work

and no longer only by the decisions ef the international preparatory committee of
the First Tricontinental Conference. Every anti-imperialist organization aspiring
‘to become part of the national committee of its country presents entry applications
simultaneously to the pertinent national committee and to the LASO organizing
committee, In its application it indicates that it fulfills the requirements for
admission. Once it is received, the national committee sends its favorable or
unfavorable decision, based on confirmation of entry requirements, to the organizing
cormittee. If the favorable decision on the new applicant is unanimous, the
organizing committee, after also confirming the fulfillment of entry requirements,
‘recognizes the integration of the new organizaticn into the national committee. It
there is an obJjection, it makes a decision by itself, In like manner, this
procedure is followed when an organization is expelled which has lost the necessary -
qualities for belonging to a national committee, This request must come from the
organizations making up the national committee or from the organizing committee
itself. ] .

National commf%%ees consist basieally of anti-imperialist political organizations
since they are organizations which perform, and will perform, political functions.
However, in certain cases, mass organizations may belong to them when, in addition
‘to fulfilling entry requirements, they bring in essential sectors of the population,
contribute toward attracting new political forces to the national committee, and help
to develop and consolidate the unifying work of the organizations that make it up.

The fact that basically political crgunizations make up the national committees

does not mean any restrictions .n their work. When they hold meetings, demonstrations,

_conféerences, roundtables, when .hey publish something, and so forth, they act in the
Same manner as any regular political organizatlon. They take-advantage of the
influence each of them has In mass organizations to promote their work. Campaigns
of solidarity are convoked directly by the national committee, separately by each of
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Lhu organizations in it, or by mass organization in whicu. ghiey have influence, Like-
wise, they create commitiecs of solidarity or other forms of organization to achieve
their objectives, all in accordance with the existing situation ‘of the anti-imperialist -
organizations in each country.

The difference between the national committee and the organizations through which .%
’parrorma ito work 1s the same oo thet between the political organizations and-the

‘mass organizations., Organizationally the national committee is also flexible., It

' functions, whenever possible, on the basis of periodic meetings of the delegates of
ithe va ious organizations which make it up, but also when the situation of clandcstine-
npss or repression prevents organic functioning, it functions on the basis of contacts
ap liaison with the memb: » organizations.

‘The agrcement on the foundation ci LASO was adopted by the national committees of the
‘following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile,
‘Feuador, El1 Salvador, Guadaloupe, Guatemala, Ouyana, French Guiana, Haiti, Honduras,
‘Janmaica, Martinique, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico,
. Dominican Republic, Trinidad-Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Surinam Joined later.
"LASO and the national committees that make it up carry out, and must carry out in
. the future, an intensive campaign for the unity of anti-imperialist movements in
. each of our countries Thoy must prevent sectarianism from causing the havoc that is,
“known ‘in Latin America and the proliferation of division among anti-imperialist
?organizations. :
With their practical activity thcy must instill the conviction that only the most
‘determined unity will make the anti- imperialist movement in each country strong. They
muob also demonstrate by their policy that only by uniting, coordinating, giving
;Jmpetus to the anti~imperialist struggle in all Latin American countrics, and giving
each other support and solidarity, particularly to the people engaged in armed
struggle, can an effective reply be made to the continental strategy of domination by
‘North American imperialism. DBy knowing cach other, helping each other, coordinating. -
and giving impetus to the scattered efforts in the anti-imperialist struggle. our -
;people will find the path to victory. .

. If the Latin American Solidarity Organization and the national committees that make
/3t up advance in the fulfillment of these tasks, the future of our struggle is a
- future of Jjoint struggle and uolidarlty. a future of success for our present’ efrorta.
‘The duty of all revolutionaries is to make revolutionl :

7
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THE ARAB WORLD
MAY 9, 1967

"F‘énn's MAIN NEWS AND TRENf)-SJ
F'rom Today's Latest News&Renorts

Syria

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT DECLARES TWO SaUDI
DIPLOMA TS PERSONA NON GRATA FOR THEIR
ALLEGED CONNECTION WITH "CONSPIRACY"

Assets of Sheikh Habanakah and 45 Mercharts Are
Seized Under Order Of The Military Governor

Khalid Al Jundi, Labour Leader, Says Religion
Is "Opiate of People", Disagrees With Official
Line Atheistic Article Wes of CLA Making, Notes
That W-iter of Article In Army W.ekly "Sincere"

The Syrian Government has declared the First and Second fe-
cretaries of the Saudi Embas:y in.Dhmascus persona non grata
and asked them to leave the country within 24 hours. They were
accused of playing a role in the right-wing "»slot" which the Sy~
rian Regime said it has crushed. This wus announced today by the
state-run Damascus press. ‘ '

The Syrian newspapers, furthermore y reported that assets of

| Sheikh Hassan Habanakah, head of the Syrian League of Ulema

. now under arrest for anti-regime sermons and activity, and 45

{
i

| prominent merchants in Damascus have been seized by the stae.

The seizure was by order issued by the Syrian "Military Gov-
i

. ernor." A proclamation by the Military Governor earlier char-

. ged the US, Jordanian and Saudi rulers of being behind a plot

Approved

. against the Syrian revolutionary regime. A Syrian army offic-

er who has returned to ~mman from Jordan, where he had def-
ected last September, claimed in a radio and television inter-
~view that Habanakah was agent in Dumascus of Lt=Col. felim
Hutoum, the escaped Syrian officer said to be plotting a come-

' back to Syria from Jordan. Sheikh Habanakah had earlier been
~accused of working for the Saudis, and sponsoring, inside Syria,
King Feisal's alleged bid to create an Islamic alliance.

. Sheikh Habapakah is now posed by the Lyrian regime' as the sy-
mbol of "reaction" in Syria. According to press reports from

the Syrian capital,Habanakah was arrested last Friday after he
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Today's Main News & Trends, Cont'd

delivered a sermon at the mbsque of his quarter, Al Midan, in Damascus, in which he denounced the
Bawthist regime as "Godless. '

Although shops in other Damascus souks were forced open by the "Workers Militia", of the Fe-
deration of Labour, shops at Al Midan remained closed yeserday. Khalid Al Jundi, President of
the Federation of Labour, declared in an interview with three foreign correspondents last night
that he had sent a warning to merchants and residents of the Al Midan quarter that if shops and worl
shops did not open by 9 a.m. today men of the Workers Militia would reopen them by force .

Workers Militia and Netion.l Guardsmen had alreudy reopened shuttered shops in the central
town souks Sunduy and yesterday, using sledge hammers to break padlocks, according to press re-

)

ports this morning.

"Opiate Of the People." Khalid Al Jundi, who, with his Bderation of L:bour and Workers ¥ "=

tia, is symbol of the extremist faction of a regime already considered extreme by Arcb standards,
made rather interesting remarks in his interview with the three forei ¢n correspondents last night.
He declared that he disasreed with the "belief" by some of the B. ath party leaders that the US Ce nt-
ral Intelligence Agency (CIA) was behind the atheistic article which had appeared in the military
weekly, AL JAISH AL SHAABI --the article which had triggered off the current crisis in Syria.
Jundi said that he rather thought the author had been sincere bu that the article had been publish-
ed without any clearance with the Governmert.

| The author and editor of the magazine had been arrested and will be referred to trial.. The pro-
clamation by the Military Governor Sunday night (see our bulletin yesterday) accused CIA of being

behind the article.
Jundi, in the interview, indicated that he himself was an atheist. He said that he adhered o

Marxist doctrine that religion "is the opiate of the people. "

Jundi'. statements were an example of extremism that characterizes the present regime in Sy-
'ria. -—although the other Baath leaders now in power may be milder. In fact, Jundi, in the inter-
view, said that he disagreed with the government "mildness" in dealing with the "counter-revolut-
ionaries." He said that some blood-letting ‘"makes good revolutionary medicine", adding that he
kind of hopes the strikers at Al Midan today would not respond to his call to open their shops, so
strict measures could be applied against them, He said that they must be shown that the revolution

will brook no interference.
No Neutralism. Jundi declared that "neutralism" in the world struggle between socialism &nd

capitalism meant a partizl victory for reaction. Socialist Syria, he said, must be completely wed-
jﬁded to the socialist camp. He said that the Ba.th Party doctrine of neutralism had been written
j_by the right-wing leaders and founders of the Party, Michel Aflak and Salah Bitar, who were oust-
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Executions, Ye.sterday‘,‘ the weekly AL ISHTIRAKI, which speaks for Jundi's F.deration of La-.
bour, demanded in an editorial that reactionaries in Syria should be treated in the same manner
Egypt had treated leaders of the Moslem Brotherhood, when they plotted against the regime of Pre~-
sident Nasser in 1965, |

Since three of the Brotherhood leaders were executed after a court found them guilty of conspi-
racy against the regime, Beirut's indepéndent right-wing AL JARIDA, reproducing excerpts from
AL ISHTIRAKI's article, concluded that several right-wing Syrian leaders may be headed for exe-

cution. In fact, the paper's D.mascus correspondent reported that the Syrian authorities have pre-
pared a list of persons who will be referred to trial and executed. T

Press Reports. Newspapers here today continued to lead with Syrian developments,and carried
various reports about what is allegedly happenir(g there. According to AL NAHAR, the Syriac Ca-
thrlic and Greek Catholic bishops in Demascus were released after questioning by the authorities,
ai™”that more than ten Cwutholic clergymen in Damascus have been placed under house arrest. Also,
there were reports that a number of Greek Orthodox clergymen were arrested in Hama after they ha
tried to march in a demonstration with Moslem Ulema under Hama's Mufti, Sheikh Mohammed Al Ha-

med.

Both AL NAHAR and AL HAYAT reported that about 12J civil servants have been arrested for
signing a note protesting against the atheistic article in AL JAISH AL SHAABI. The movement, AL
NAHAR said, had spread to the northern town of Aleppo. The paper said that Aleppo citizens ment-
ioned that the real reason for the call for strike in the city was not only because of the article in
question but also due to the general discontent which had spread among merchants and businessmen
‘because of the regime's policies.

Al HAYAT saidthat clashes took place between the demonstrators in Damascus and security
'men,and that Damascenes Sunday and Laturday night heard explosions, which were said to huve take:
place near the head office of the Ruling Bauth Party, AL HAYAT said that tanks and other military
ve' ‘cles were sent to Damascus to try to keep order, and that Syrian leaders had been holding con=
Stwwt meetings at the Baath Party headquarters. ’

At its meeting yest erday, the Syrian Council of Ministers, under Premier Dr Youssef Zayyen,
discussed whatt SANA, the Syrian official news &gency, called "the conspiracies being prepared by
imperialism and its agents in the area", The Council, the agency added, also discussed the "firm
stand taken by the revolution to.crush the plot and liquidate the remnants of reaction."

FIVE ESCAPE FROM JORDAN. Meanwhile, AL NAHAR reportedin a private dispatch from Am-

man, that five Syrian army officers, who had defected to Jordan with Lt-Col. Hatoum, tried to es-

cape to Syria last Sunday ~-~but that only three made it. The escapees exchanged fire with the Jor-
danian border guards. One was hit, and another captured. The other tiree managed to cross into
Syrian territory. [The three presumably include Hardan Al Zu'bi, the officer who appeared on Sy~
rian television Sunday night to tell about Hatoum's alleged conspiracy against the Syrian regime --
see details on Pages 6&7]. ' ‘
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the re-building of Arav society lies across the creation of the
new Arab socialist man, who belicves that God, religions,
feudalism, capitalism, imperialism, those saturated with riches
and 2ll the values that dominated the society previously are
merely mummified dummies in the muscuns of history.

hile insisting in our new man upon his rejection of former
values, still we feol wo should lay down for him well defined
new values., There is only one value, which is absolute faith in
the new man of destiny. faith that relies only upon his own
sclf, his work and his contribution to humanity at large, because
he knows that his certain end i544.d0ath,..and nothing but
death. There shall not be heavcn nor hell, but he shall become
an atom revolving along with the yeovolution of the earth, Thus
he is called upon to offer, without any recompense (such for
instance as a small cornexr in paradise) to his nation and humanity
a1l that he owns, Ile would only ask that after his death it be
told that he was a truly activc man,

Ve are not in nced of a submissive man who knecels down to
pray devoutedly, requesting grace and remissance for himself,
because the essence of prayer as Proust has said, '"oh God,
endow me with your attention,”

Indeed we want a revolutionary socialist who believes that
man is the absolute truth, who belicves in rebelling hungry
man, but who does not believe in the man who is saturated with
riches at other's &xpense.

Ve need a man to say, '"No,' since through it lies the
road to abundance, according to Albert Jamus.

And if we are resolved to rebuild our nation upon a solid
foundation, it is up to us 1o create our new Arab man through
these new revolutionary vaiucs.

There is no other wWay.

Wwe shall not mourn the old defeatist man, lawful heir to
obsolete and petrified values, as he was mourancd by Sister
Ghadat As~Samman after she had read Time's article, "Is God
Dend?"

What would you, Oh Ghadat, do were you to read Julian
Huxley's book, "Man Alone Speaks?" I can imagine you mourning
your disintegrated man as you supplicate the protectors of
religion to save you, yet your voice can only be an echo of the
past, _
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Man, as a physiological unit, renews himself each second.
But I do not here propose to delve into the origins of man from
his erstwhile animal state, through the ice and stone ages, to
his present state of being, Nor do I care what man's state
. 'will be like at a later period in time.

My sole concern rather is with man's moral, social, and
civilized values. Each epoch produces its own type of man, 8
' study of whom enables us to form a complete picture of the
epoch to which he belongs. Thus yesterday's man is not fit for
. today; today's man would not fit tomorrow and tomorrow's man
would not fit the future.

; Let me repeat: By man I do not mean his physiological
‘entity, but the values which he has helped to create.

The Arab nation today is posed at the river's edge as it
looks up in wonderment at a mountain reaching for the stars.
‘By - that mountain side stands a fair-haired man whose power over
the mountain is miraculous only because it was he who built it.
Turning its head backward, the Arab nation perceives another,
though lower mountain, By its side stands a dark-complexioned
and emaciated man, The total absence of power he possesses A
over his mountain is equally miraculous, because the mountain's
creator is dead and he is only a grandchild incapable of any
effort whatsoever, TFor, the fair-haired man had taken away from

~him the art of mountain building and, in addition, the values
‘of will power, ability and know-how.

: The Arab nation stands with its head bent in deep thought,
Above the "Taitahwya' (a South African bird that portends both
mourning and meditation) wails its mournful song. Many are
‘the questions that cross the Arab nation's mind: How to rebuild
our mountain? How to revive our civilization? The Arab nation
sought help from the God, searched for old values in Islam and
Christianity, and assisted by feudalist and capitalist systems
with other systems known during the Middle Ages, but all of that
‘was to no avail, Presently the "Taitahwya" flies away and the
Arab nation rejoices. Ve know now that deliverance is within
our reach and our path thereto looks straight and well-defined,
‘Braced for action, the Arab nation from afar perceives its
new=born child gradually drawing closer and closer, This new-
pborn is none other than the ncw Arab socialist man, the man who
revolted against feeble and sick values of his society that
were merely the result of feudalism, capitalism and imperialism,
Those values that made out of the Arab man a weak, inactive
person, gsurrendering his destiny to fate, knowing nothing excepnt.
saying, "Nothing can be done except by the will of the mighty
God," .

'As for the inherent values in this new man, these spring
from the rebelling soul of tortured hungry man--the new revolu-

: oclali ho only believes in man alone,
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